Consecrate Yourselves! 11-10-02

Joshua 3

We’ve been considering crossing over into the Promised Land for some time now. Today we are going to see the Israelites enter in.  Here we go. 

Josh. 3:1-3  (NIV) 1 Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 2 After three days the officers went throughout the camp, 3 giving orders to the people: "When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 

First they move from Shittim to the banks of the Jordan. There has been 40 years of wandering and some very hard lessons to finally bring them to this point. But even once they are finally there, three more days must pass before they are ready to move.  God’s time is the perfect time.  He knows when we are ready and if we need more preparation.  Why was Christ in the grave three days?  Why did God send Abraham on a three day journey to the place He asked him to surrender his son?  God knows the perfect time and place for us to move forward into new territory.  We need to trust His timing.  He is always right!

Shittim is the Hebrew word for Acacia trees.  It is the wood that God commanded Moses to use in building the Ark of the Covenant and the poles of the tabernacle and the altar.  Every time this wood is used there is a command to cover it with gold.  The only exception is the altar that was covered in bronze. Gold is a picture of glory, and bronze of judgement. I hope I am not reading too much into this passage, but it seems that God never does anything by mere coincidence.  The ark was a representation of God with them.  That is the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.  He was physical – like the acacia, and yet clothed with gold, the glory of God.  Upon Him came the judgement of God upon sin, the bronze.  

At this point in their journey, the people were moving from a place of the physical – the Acaccia/Shittim, to the Promised place of rest.  As they enter the waters of the Jordan, they are dying to their old physical natural ways and moving on to glory.  For the acacia trees to be useful they had to be cut down, die, be shaped and coated with gold.  This is what happened to Jesus.  He came down, was shaped (Hebrews 5:8-9
), died in our place and finally was glorified.  This is the life of every believer.  We are cut free from our old life.  God takes the dead raw material and shapes it into a useful object for His tabernacle, and then He gives us His own glorious coating of gold. (Romans 8:17
; Psalms 3:3
; Isaiah 60:19
; Isaiah 55:5
).

The people were to watch for the Ark of the Covenant to lead them.  In so many ways that Ark is a picture of Jesus.  The wood covered with gold is a picture of His incarnation.  The presence of God among them is what Jesus is to us.  Inside was the Word of God, and Jesus is the Word made flesh.  The staff of Aaron represents God’s choice for the priest and Jesus is our high priest.  The staff pictured resurrected life, an almond rod that blossomed and had almonds. That is the verification of God’s choice, resurrection.  A jar of manna was in the Ark.  Jesus said He was the true bread from heaven.  Everything about the Ark points to Jesus.  When you see the Ark moving out, follow it!  When you see Jesus moving, follow Him.  I hope your eyes have been open to seeing Him at work here among us. There are a few that still can’t see it.  Ask God to open your eyes. It is not in the physical, it is in the spirit.  The guests are seeing it. Nearly every week I have guests tell me how they sensed God’s presence moving here. The Ark is moving!  Follow it! 

Josh. 3:4 (NIV) Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about a thousand yards between you and the ark; do not go near it." 

When you see the Ark moving out, follow it.  You’ve never been this way before. When the Spirit of God is leading we have to be careful to follow, because the ways of man are what is familiar and we aren’t going that way.  We are following the Spirit of God into new territory.  We can’t read a book about it because every move of God is new and unique.  We can see generally what took place before as we are doing right now by looking at Joshua chapter 3, but the exact route will be revealed as we follow the presence of God into new territory.  I’ve been asking about what God did before in Sedona when He brought past revivals.  I see the same basics that are in every revival. There is unity amongst the pastors to see God move, not just in their church but also in every church, and prayer. I think we need to move to some united prayer meetings that really cry out to God for a change in us and in this city.  I believe it is coming! 

The presence of God represented by the Ark was a frightening thing. Only the priests were allowed to touch it.  Later in history Uzzah would drop dead just from touching it.  God is high and holy, all-powerful and all knowing. We dare not trivialize the things of God or take lightly His presence among us.  They kept a safe distance from it – three football fields! Today, we can come as priests of God, covered by the blood of Jesus, into His presence with confidence.   Unlike the Israelites, we are to draw near with reverence and awe and let our requests be made known unto God (Hebrews 10:19-22
).  Thank God that today you do not need a thousand yards between you and the presence of God (Ephesians 2:18
).  You do need reverence and awe (Hebrews 12:28,29
). All too often, we get to a place of dullness.  We become insensitive to God at work in and around us.  Though we are priests and we regularly come into His presence, that familiarity becomes a factor in our lethargy as we approach God.  We fall into routine of what we did before without seeking God’s leading in the present. Those who lived around the place where the Ark of the Covenant was stored probably got used to it being there. As time went by they had less and less of reverence for the power and holiness that it represented.  But after Uzzah dropped dead, you can bet the respect was restored.  

It happened in the New Testament when Annaias and Saphira both agreed to lie to the Holy Spirit.  The church was probably getting used to people being healed and lives transformed, and they probably lost the awe that they originally had.  But when these two were struck dead, suddenly the seriousness, the life and death consequences of what was going on, on a daily basis, became of the greatest importance to them again.  Oh, how we need the Holy Spirit to fill us afresh, so that the awe and respect that is due the things of God is always real to us.  They came no closer than three football fields, and we have the awesome privilege to walk right into His presence.  Maybe if we sensed the eternal consequences of what is happening when we pray, we would pray earnest, fervent prayers like Elijah prayed.  That is the kind of prayers that James said would cause things to happen.  Heart cries, we need to allow ourselves to feel the emotion of God for the lost, for the addict, for the backslider, for the Rahabs, for our apathetic lukewarm souls. 

Let us take every opportunity to stay in His presence for it is our high privilege and our calling (James 4:8
). It is in His presence that we are drawn to pray His will into the earth.  They had to distance themselves.  We are enveloped in His presence.  We are in Him and He is in us.  Realize it.  Live it! Grow up into Him, but never take it lightly. Let that Presence pray in you and keep fresh in your mind and heart that we are dealing with eternal issues.  Don’t allow yourself to grow dull.

Josh. 3:5 (NIV) 5 Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you."  

Here we stand at the barrier to where God is directing us.  God has called us to the other side and so He must do an amazing thing.  Before He shows up in power, we better be consecrated.  We better be fully devoted and set apart for Him (Leviticus 20:7
).  If He shows up in power and there is sin in the camp – look out!  If you are harboring bitterness, resentment (Phil. 2:14,15), 
unforgiveness, secret sins, when God moves, woe to you.  Judgement begins first in the House of God.  Joshua is warning them, and let it be a warning to us.  God is going to move and we better consecrate ourselves!  If you prefer ritual and routine to the amazing things of God, you are probably going to stay on the wilderness side of the Jordan.

Jordan is a picture of death, just as the acacia wood is. To be consecrated is to die to our old life.  Your old self-satisfied, self-sufficient nature must die.   Die to your desires and hopes and let God fill you with His.  Then we will see amazing things!

The men in the discipleship group on Sundays are taking a careful look at our lives and asking the Holy Spirit to reveal our secret sins.  I hope, congregation, that all of you will do the same as the men lead the way. You see, every sin we harbor in our heart, is an area of darkness, and when the light of God comes in like giant searchlight, you won’t be able to hide it.  Don’t wait; consecrate yourself today by forsaking that bitterness, that unforgiveness, that secret sin.  Let God renew your reverence and respect for His holiness and all that He’s done for you. God is going to do amazing things and we’d better be ready! There is no better time to get right with God than right now!  

Jesus sanctified us before God, but are we being sanctified in our daily lives?  Are you allowing the Holy Spirit to sanctify you today?  Or are you saying, “Not right now, back off and leave me alone.  It’s that guy’s fault and I don’t need to do anything. He needs to repent to me.”  Quit kidding yourself.  It is not between you and that person anymore.  It is between you and God.  David prayed, “Against you, you only have I sinned (Psalm 51:4).” He told you to forgive like He forgave you.  Did you do anything to deserve it?  Did the ones throwing the stones at Stephen deserve forgiveness?  Did the ones crucifying Jesus deserve His forgiveness? Jesus tells us to do it because He did it for us.  Isn’t that good enough for you? Consecrate yourself to not harbor unforgiveness.  Let the fruit of the Spirit, love, flow through you.  We’ve been seeing in the Ephesians study that the expression of love is one of the first and greatest indicators of a changed life. Do you love one another, or do you still think you are better than others?  Don’t quench the Holy Spirit.  Don’t give the devil a foothold.  The Apostle Paul gave us both of those expressions as imperative commands.  Consecrate yourselves to God, to His will, to His ways, to His life in you!

Josh. 3:6-16 (NIV) 6 Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people." So they took it up and went ahead of them. 7 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 'When you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.'" 9 Joshua said to the Israelites, "Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD--the Lord of all the earth--set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap." 14 So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 15 Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, 16 the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 

The people needed to know that Joshua was anointed by God to lead just like Moses was.  They needed to know he heard from God too.  What did God do for Moses?  He parted the Red Sea.  They sang the songs about it over and over.  Now God was going to show He was also with Joshua by doing a similar miracle.  The Jordan is at flood stage.  The priests take up the Ark of the Covenant and start to move out.  All the people are watching and wondering.  That first step for those priests must have been interesting to say the least!  Kind of like Peter when he took that first step out of the boat.  Now remember, you are the priests of the LORD today.  His Spirit is in you and upon you.  You represent Him.  There will be times when we know God wants us to do something that looks impossible.  Times when we think the leading of God is a little crazy.  Then they step off into the banks of the Jordan and as soon as their feet touch the water, it stops flowing.  If it is God’s directions, we will see God’s results!  

That happened here in Oak Creek one time.  I don’t mean the Ark of the Covenant was here, but that the water stopped flowing at flood stage.  Across from our home was a massive landslide that damned up the creek.  The water backed up and rose and rose and rose until it finally went over the top of the earth damn.  Oak Creek and the Jordan aren’t that much different in size, but the time that it took to get through that mudslide was not nearly enough for a million people to cross the creek bed. It would have taken a good day if they all hurried.  I imagine the people at the town, Adam, all came out to gawk at the water piling up higher and higher, wondering what was holding it back.  Maybe that’s why they called the city A Dam. (Ha ha) Another testimony of the power of the God of Israel began to be spread throughout Canaan.  

God told them that this would be a sign that they would remember, so that they would believe His promise to drive out the Canaanites from the Land of Promise. Sometimes we need to see God at work in the little things to have faith for the big things.  Have you seen the little things God is doing?  He is bringing the pastors together to pray again with an even better spirit than in the past.  I met with Ken Wells and the other pastors years ago.  It was good but this time the pastors are together sensing the leading of the Holy Spirit.  That is a miracle.  God is bringing broken usable pastors to Sedona. Our two fellowships coming together almost a year ago – that is a miracle!  In fact, there have been more churches joining together than splitting in the last five years, and if you know the history of Sedona, that is a miracle. We have had 25 baptisms and more to come in December, which is a miracle.  Watch!  There are more amazing things coming to convince you that God can change the spiritual climate in Sedona and bring revival.  He wants to encourage your faith. 

Josh. 3:17 (NIV) 17 The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

“On dry ground!”  That was what happened at the Red Sea too.  When God guides, He takes care of the details.  One big difference between Oak Creek and the Jordan is that the Jordan is not a rocky river.  The bottom is deep in mud.  What a mess that would have been to have a million people pass through thick mud.  God took care of that too.  I don’t know how He did it, but He did it.  When God is moving, He takes care of the details.

That nation crossing over the river was the army of God, just as we are an army of God.  We have come to see that Jesus Christ reigns in the hearts of men, but before we go across and into battle, before God shows up in a greater way, we need to consecrate our lives completely to God.  He isn’t going to tolerate sin in the camp.  He won’t put up with compromise.  We are going to see this message repeated again and again in the chapters to come.  He isn’t going to draw the lost here to find Him when the message is polluted with bad examples of unforgiveness, compromise, and complaining.  Consecrate yourselves!  He is going to move!  He is going to do amazing things.  Let’s be right with Him in every corner of our hearts, in every thought we dwell on, in every attitude we cling to, so that we will not be in the way.  He disciplines those He loves, but why wait for the hard hand of discipline.  Get right with Him now.  Invite Him to search your heart. Consecrate your thoughts, attitudes, and desires to God, today! Then we will see God do amazing things in our lives, in this church, in this city, and the testimony will go out to the world.  Our God is the same now, as the God who parted the Jordan, and He’ll part our Jordan too!
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