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Apostle Paul’s Hebrew name was Saul. He was an up-and-coming rabbi, taught
under one of the most famous rabbis of his day, Gamaliel. He hated the Christians sect
and thought it perverted Judaism. He was approved by the ruling counsel of the Jews to
round up and imprison Jews who believed Jesus was the Messiah. On his way to
Damascus to arrest them the resurrected Jesus appeared to Paul (See Acts 9). He went
from being a Christian killer to an evangelist for Christianity. While in the church in
Antioch, Paul was commissioned to go on missionary journeys (Acts 13:21).

On Paul’s second missionary journey he took along Silas, also referred to as
Silvanus. Silvanus is the Latinized form of Silas, which in turn is the Aramaic form of the
Hebrew Saul, so the two men had the same name." At one of their first stops Paul invited
Timothy to join them (1 Corinthians 4:15-17). Paul was unsure of which direction to go
as the Spirit had stopped them from going in the directions they intended to go (Acts
15:6,7"). He had a vision in the night of a man from the region of Macedonia pleading
for him to come and help (Acts 16:9,10"). (See map) He met with immediate success in
Philippi with the conversion of Lydia, a wealthy businesswoman. But after casting a
demon out of a fortune teller, he and Silas were both arrested, beaten with rods, and
imprisoned. Sitting in stocks with their backs bleeding they sang songs of praise. An
earthquake opened the prison doors, and their stocks fell open. The jailer was about to
take his life as by Roman law he would be charged with all the crimes of those who
escaped. Paul called to him saying that all the prisoners were still in their cells. The songs
of praise and the earthquake must have had them all overwhelmed with the fear of God so
that they did not flee. The jailor and his family were converted and baptized. (See Acts
16:11f1.)

The town leaders found that Paul and Silas were Roman citizens and to beat them
as they did was against the law. With apologies they asked them to please move on. Paul
and Silas then went to Thessalonica. It was a free city that was self-governed. The first
level of government was the gathering of the people for a consensus. The upper level city
leaders were called politarchs. They were responsible for seeing the city stay loyal to
Rome and at peace. They led people in the worship of the emperor. The politarchs, of
Thessalonica wanted to protect the rule of Caesar. To demonstrate their loyalty to Caesar,
they would lead the people in worship, and in that worship they would remind the people
of the great Kingdom of Caesar and the good news that he brought of peace and security
and prosperity. Caesar s kingdom was one of peace and prosperity that would never end,
it was claimed. It was into that environment that Paul came preaching his gospel, the
gospel of Jesus Christ.” The city was the capital of the region with a natural harbor and
over 100,000 residents. Paul preached in the synagogue for three sabbaths about Jesus
fulfilling the prophecies regarding the Messiah. Some Jews and God-fearers were
converted. But the Jews were jealous of his success and stirred up a mob to stop him.
Paul’s team had to flee the town. The mob captured Paul’s host, Jason, and put him on
trial. Their indictment was that these Christians were turning the world upside down
(Acts 17:6"). We would say right side up, but then we see things very differently when
we are in Christ. When the leaders had secured a bond from Jason, they let him go.

Paul went on to Berea. The mob from Thessalonica made sure he was thrown out
of that town too. In Athens he had mixed results, so he moved on to Corinth. While at
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Corinth, Silas and Timothy came to him from Thessalonica with great news: the church
there was strong. Paul became so excited that he dashed off this letter to the
Thessalonians, probably his first letter to any church. He wrote it just a few months after
he had first established the church in Thessalonica. After writing and sending this letter,
Paul enjoyed a sustained and fruitful ministry in Corinth—and eventually returned to the
Thessalonians."" His success in Corinth had him here for a year and a half. This all took
place around A.D. 49-51, around two decades after Jesus was crucified. Paul will address
in this letter the congregation’s concerns over destiny of some of the members who had
died, the hope of the second coming, the importance of loving one another, the ongoing
persecution they faced, the expectation that every believer should work and support
themselves, and that they should look to their elders for direction.

I Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 1 Thessalonians 1:1 The letter
is from this trio of Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy. Paul did not claim his apostolic authority
as he did in other letters, as it apparently was not in question. The entire letter uses
personal pronouns in the plural. I can imagine Paul asking the brothers for their input.
Timothy was a relatively new believer, but his mother and grandmother had grounded
him in the Old Testament concepts about God and the writings of the prophets (Acts
16:11: 2 Timothy 1:5). Even though Paul is called to be an apostle to the Gentiles, we
see throughout the book of Acts that he submits to the authority of the consensus of the
apostles in Jerusalem (Acts 15:2%), and almost always works with a team of co-equals.
That is how he instructs the individual churches to operate as well. Paul or one of his
team members would appoint elders over the church in each city. Together the elders
would seek God’s direction and guide the flock. Titus chapter one includes Paul’s
instructions to Titus to appoint elders over the church in Crete. He gives specific
qualifications that they should meet if they are to be appointed. (See Titus 1:5-16.)

The apostles had learned from the Lord that we are men of like nature and need
the accountability of one another. Temptation is kept in check when you meet and pray
with other godly believers. We learn from one another. When oversight is in the hands of
one person, that person is the target of the enemy of our soul. The more power and
influence a single person holds, the more temptation to pride and compromise.”

Equal and accountable elders not only share the load, but they can accomplish
more as a team. That is why you have heard from your elders that each of you have an
elder assigned to your care. If you have questions or need prayer, that is the brother you
should go to. I am the main preaching elder, but all of the elders are capable of preaching.
I am salaried so that I can spend my time preparing to share the Word with you and be
freer to oversee the various functions of the church with the other elders’ help. Even the
great Apostle Paul worked with a team which sets an example for us all.

This letter is specifically written to the Thessalonian believers because of the
issues they were facing. We face some of the same concerns. They are the church, which
in Greek means the ones who are called out to assemble. Sheep stay together. If they are
alone, they are in danger. We are called out of worldliness into God’s kingdom.

Paul writes in the first verse that the church is in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. The single preposition, “in ” for God and Jesus implies equality between the
two. It shows Paul’s conviction that Jesus is divine. Jesus spoke of this oneness. °’ “I do
not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, *! that
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they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in
us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. %> The glory that you have given
me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, %> I in them and you in
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and
loved them even as you loved me. John 17:20-23

When I was a teenager [ went to Bern, Switzerland with a youth group and heard a
presentation by Billy Graham. He drew a diagram of three concentric circles. The inner
circle was YOU. The next outer circle was Jesus. The last outer circle was God. He
explained that passage from John by helping us picture ourselves in Jesus and Jesus in
God. What an amazing thing this is! The Father sees us in Christ Jesus and one with one
another. God honors the covenant we have entered with Jesus and will complete our
sanctification (5:23%"). If Jesus has covenanted with us, it is as good as done (Hebrews
13:20,21%). In every day experience we see how we fall short of being perfected, but
God looks past that because of what Jesus has done and will do. We are the bride of
Christ in the process of beautification as we prepare for the marriage feast of the Lamb.

This truth is essential to what Paul is going to elaborate on later in the letter. Their
fellow believers who have died are secure in Christ. Every believer does not have to fear
he or she missed the rapture. We are sealed in Christ. If you are not growing, by that I
mean your life being transformed, then you may not have entered that covenant. But if
Jesus is your hope and the One for whom you live, if you have experienced His
forgiveness and He has first place in your heart, then you are in Christ who is in God. We
cannot fathom what a blessing that is. As we read in the Song of Songs, “I am my
beloved's, and my beloved is mine! "Song of Songs 6:3 O the bliss of that truth!

Grace to you and peace. Grace and peace are the most wonderful gifts we could
ever receive. Peace flows out of the fact that we are recipients of God’s grace through
faith (Ephesians 2:8,9%"). Morris comments, Grace fundamentally means ‘that which
causes joy,’ a shade of meaning we may still discern when we speak of a graceful action
or the social graces. It comes to mean ‘favor,’ ‘kindness, " and then especially God s
kindness to man in providing for his spiritual needs in Christ* Salvation by grace
through faith should never get old, for it is the foundational truth that secures our
salvation. Faith is the hand that reaches out in belief and claims what God offers us in the
forgiveness merited by Jesus’ payment for our sins upon the cross. Once we have taken
hold of that forgiveness offered to us, we have peace with God (Romans 5:1*). The
concept of shalom is that all is well. Whatever happens to us in this life is in the hands of
our loving heavenly Father who sees us in Christ. That means whatever comes our way,
cancer, death of loved ones, bodily injuries, afflictions, poverty, nothing can separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:38,39*"). If we believe that,
then we can have peace in every situation. Peace is not being free of difficulty, rather it is
a heart that is at rest in God knowing all things work together for good (Romans 8:28XVi"),

Paul told the Philippians that they should not be anxious about anything, but by
prayer and supplication to let their requests be made known to God (Philippians 4:6,7%%).
If we do that, the peace of God that surpasses all understanding with keep our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:8). That means we may not understand what is
happening to us, but that is okay because we have God’s peace in our hearts. We leave the
problem with Him. The psalmist tells us that great peace belongs to those who love God’s
Word, and nothing will cause them to stumble (Psalm 119:165).
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Verse one has told us the importance of working together with brothers and sisters
in Christ. It declares that fact that believers are in God and in Christ Jesus. It tells us that
grace and peace are found in Jesus. Grace reaches out to us in love no matter what we
have done or who we are. Peace is not only peace with God but also with one another. It
1s our heart’s condition at rest as we trust God.

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our
prayers, 1 Thessalonians 1:2 Paul had only been with in Thessalonica three or four
weeks. That out of that short time a vibrant church was formed was certainly a reason to
thank God for them. All but one of Paul’s letters to churches begin with a word of
gratitude for them. Evangelists and church planters are full of joy when they hear their
efforts resulted in those who continue in the faith and lead others to Christ. In John 15
Jesus said we are appointed to produce fruit that lasts (John 15:16*). John the Beloved
wrote that he had no greater joy than to know that his children walk in truth (2 John
1:41) "referring to those converted by his message. We are not only thankful for them,
but we pray for them continually. The plural pronouns we and our in this verse means that
the three writers of the letter prayed together with thanksgiving for the church. The
present tense implies an ongoing habit, probably a daily occurrence.

I pray for those whom I have discipled, many of whom are no longer local but
scattered around the world. I pray for their families to be strengthened and to stay
centered on Jesus, for their children to walk in the faith, for them to be spiritually fruitful,
and that they make disciples. When I hear about their progress, I rejoice with them. In the
next chapter Paul will tell them how he thanks God for how they received the Word not
as the word of man, but as the very Word of God (2:13*V),

3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 1:3 As Paul prayed
for them, he remembered before God our Father three specific things. First was their
work of faith. The first work of faith is to believe the gospel (John 6:29°"). That is how
we became children of God. We believed in what Jesus accomplished for us. Then we
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and instruction in God’s Word, loving and serving
one another and growing in our faith. Faith, hope, and love and what those virtues
produce in us are the results of the life of Christ in us (1 Corinthians 13:13*V1),

The second thing Paul remembered before God was their labor of love. Their love
produced labor. There are two different ancient Greek words for work: ergon and kopos.
Ergon “may be pleasant and stimulating,” but kopos “implies toil that is strenuous and
sweat-producing.” Hiebert™"!' He saw how they helped one another and those in the
community out of love for the Lord and for one another. That love is expressed in
preferring one another above ourselves (Philippians 2:3Vi") When Jesus washed the
disciples’ feet, He told them that He was giving them an example that they should follow.
The greatest is servant of all (Mark 9:35). That labor of love is impossible to do
without the love of God in our hearts. We are naturally selfish, but the love of God makes
us selfless and generous. As we grow in the faith, that love should increase
(2 Thessalonians 1:3,4%%). John writes, !/ Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. 1 John 4:11 Our faith results in a sacrificial labor of love.

The third thing Paul remembered before God is their steadfast hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. Despite the persecution and some deaths in the church, the Thessalonians



hope in Jesus and the resurrection was steadfast. Though there was no outward thing that
indicated God’s favor and presence, their faith in the promises of God remained strong.

The Greek word translated here as steadfastness has the idea of patiently enduring.
It is to continue to bear a load knowing you will eventually reach the place where it can
be unloaded. James expressed it like this: /° Blessed is the man who remains steadfast
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has
promised to those who love him. James 1:12 They were bearing up under the trials of life
in this fallen world knowing that when they had stood the test and continued their hope in
Jesus to the end that they would receive a crown of life. That is something we can cling to
when we find ourselves growing weary under the burdens of this life. We find our
strength in the Lord, refresh ourselves with His promises which bolster our faith. We lean
on our Savior and He renews our strength (Isaiah 40:31°*"). Our hope is sure, for it is not
in fallible things such as self, or man, or the transient things of this world, but in the
Creator of heaven and earth, the King of kings and the Lord of lords (Psalm 20:7°1). He
showed His power over death by raising the dead during His ministry. He showed it by
walking out of His own grave. This hope of ours is certain and is based on the Lord Jesus
Christ and His trustworthy Word.

* For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 1 Thessalonians
1:4 If we are in Christ, we should know that God loves us and has chosen or elected us
before creation began (2 Thessalonians 2:13*X; Ephesians 1:4°*V). I will share more on
that next week. Barclay tells us that “The phrase beloved by God was a phrase which the
Jews applied only to supremely great men like Moses and Solomon, and to the nation of
Israel itself. Now the greatest privilege of the greatest men of God's chosen people has
been extended to the humblest of the Gentiles.” Barclay™' Could there be a more desired
hope than to be loved by God? Our whole series in the Song of Songs declared the
passion that God has for those who will make up the bride of Christ, which includes all
who are in Christ. During that era, to be in a king’s court was to have the best of
everything, but even that did not compare with being the queen, the bride of the King.
And this King we serve is no Persian king who can deny his queen access to himself or
divorce her. Our King vows to never leave or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5%%). He shares
everything with us (1 Corinthians 3:21,22XVil),

There are problems in the fledgling church of Thessalonica. Nevertheless, Paul
and his team daily thank God for their works of faith, labor of love, and steadfast hope in
the Lord Jesus Christ. If the Apostle Paul had planted this church in Sedona, would he
feel the same about us? What is our work of faith? Well, we believe the gospel which is
the most important work of faith (John 6:29**Vil) ' What is our labor of love? What causes
motivated by the love we have for Jesus are we laboring at? What do we prioritize and
how do we respond to the love of Christ? And finally, each of us must ask ourselves if
our hope in something in this world, some transient thing? Or is our hope in the glorious
appearance of our Lord when He will judge our works and reward us accordingly
(1 Corinthians 3:12-15%**)? These are some of the most important questions each of us
must answer. Brothers and sisters, loved by God, I trust that you are chosen by God.

2 Corinthians 9:8 tells us ¢ And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. May
our lives be centered on the things of our Father (Luke 2:49GKX)).



Questions:

1 Who was Paul? 2 What led him to Thessalonica? 3 Who is writing the letter?
Implications? 4 What does it mean to be in Christ and God? 5 What is grace?

6 What is peace? 7 What three things did Paul remember in prayer for them?

8 What kind of labor was Paul talking about? 9 What kind of love does God have for His
children? 10 What has God provided for us? For what purpose?

"Acts 13:2 (ESV)

2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which | have called them.”

i1 Ben Witherington Ill, 1 and 2 Thessalonians: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2006), 48

i Acts 15:6-7 (ESV)

5 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter.

7 And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early
days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and
believe.

v Acts 16:9-10 (ESV)

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him and saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” ¥ And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on
into Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them.

vl James H. Grant Jr., 1 & 2 Thessalonians: The Hope of Salvation, ed. R. Kent Hughes, Preaching the Word
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011), 24-25.

vi Acts 17:6 (ESV)

5 And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities,
shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also,

Vil David Guzik, 1 Thessalonians, David Guzik’s Commentaries on the Bible (Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik, 2013),
1Th1:1.

Vil Acts 16:1 (ESV)

! Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was
a believer, but his father was a Greek.

* 2 Timothy 1:5 (ESV)

5 | am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and
now, | am sure, dwells in you as well.

* Acts 15:2 (ESV)

2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.

X 1t is the same with members of a congregation. Many small churches suffer under a church boss. He is the main
donor and has been successful in the world, so rather than adhering to the Biblical standard for elders, the church
is influenced by one individual’s opinions. When a single pastor is called to that church and his influence over the
congregation grows, the church boss will find a reason to fire him and look for someone else. It is a sad cycle | have
heard about too many times. There is a book on the problem called Unintentional Dragons. The church boss often
thinks he or she is doing the right thing without realizing his or her ego is weakening the church. The issue is less
likely to happen when a team of godly men who meet the qualifications of Scripture work together in prayer and
submission to the Word and one another to lead the flock of God.

Xi 1 Thessalonians 5:23(ESV)

23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Xi Hebrews 13:20-21 (ESV)

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant, ! equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

XV Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV)

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,

9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.



* 1 David Guzik, 1 Thessalonians, David Guzik’'s Commentaries on the Bible (Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik, 2013),
1 Th 1:1 quoting Morris

*i Romans 5:1 (ESV)

1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

xii Romans 8:38-39 (ESV)

38 For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers,

3% nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

Wil Romans 8:28 (ESV)

2 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according
to his purpose.

* philippians 4:6-7 (ESV)

6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

** Philippians 4:8 (ESV)

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
*i psalm 119:165 (ESV)

165 Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble.

xii John 15:16 (ESV)

16 You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.

xdi 2 John 1:4 (ESV)

4 | rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we were commanded by the Father.
©iv 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)

13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us,
you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.
*v John 6:29 (ESV)

2 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”

*i 1 Corinthians 13:13 (ESV)

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

xit 11 David Guzik, 1 Thessalonians, David Guzik’s Commentaries on the Bible (Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik,
2013), 1 Th 1:3—4 quoting Hiebert

it philippians 2:3 (ESV)

3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.

©ix Mark 9:35 (ESV)

35 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and
servant of all.”

*x 2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 (ESV)

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly,
and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. * Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the
churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions that you are
enduring.

*Xi |sajah 40:31 (ESV)

31 put they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall
run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

i psalm 20:7 (ESV)

7 Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

i 2 Thessalonians 2:13 (ESV)

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the
firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.

»Xv Ephesians 1:4 (ESV)

4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.

In love
7



»v 11 David Guzik, 1 Thessalonians, David Guzik’s Commentaries on the Bible (Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik,
2013), 1 Th 1:3-4 quoting Barclay

xvi Habrews 13:5 (ESV)

5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.”

xovii 1 Corinthians 3:21-23 (ESV)

21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or
death or the present or the future—all are yours,

23 and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s.

Xl John 6:29 (ESV)

2 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.”

xxix 1 Corinthians 3:12-15 (ESV)

12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— ** each one’s work
will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort
of work each one has done. ** If the work that anyone has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a
reward. ¥* If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through
fire.

X Luke 2:49 (ESV)

4 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?”
(the word “house” is not in the Greek. It is literally “the Father’s things.”



