A Life in Conflict 1-23-05

Matthew 14:1-13a (NIV)

1 At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2 and he said to his attendants, "This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 3 Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, 4 for John had been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." 5 Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet. 6 On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased Herod so much 7 that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." 9 The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted 10 and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. 12 John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 13a When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.

Before we enter into this soap opera of a story and its warning for us, let us review just a bit of the text leading up to this point. In Matthew 13, Jesus shared 7 parables. If we look at them as a group, we can see some similarities. They all tell of accepting or rejecting the truth of the kingdom of heaven to various degrees and for various reasons. The chapter ended with Jesus’ own neighbors and relatives rejection of His anointing and message. That was the first of a series of examples illustrating these parables in real life stories that we will be looking at.

The next example that we read, is about John the Baptist. (see Big Bad John) John was an unflinching voice of truth. He was accepted by the people as the first prophet in 400 years. (see verse 5) He baptized many as a sign of their forsaking sin and opening their heart to the kingdom of heaven. (Matthew 3:5-6
)

The ruler of Galilee was the son of Herod the Great, Herod Antipas. Scripture paints a fascinating picture of him that I would like to share with you, because it so clearly paints a picture of the war within the heart of man. (Galatians 5:17
) We have a number of additional facts from the writings of historians like Josephus that fill in details and tell us the final outcome that is not mentioned in Scripture.

When Herod the Great died, his kingdom was divided up between his sons Antipas, Philip, and Archelaus. Philip and Antipas were in Rome politicking when Antipas seduced his half-brother Philip’s wife, named Herodias, into leaving her husband. To marry her, Antipas had to divorce his wife who was the daughter of Aretus the Nabatean king whose capital was Petra. Antipas’ wife fled for her life back to her father’s home. Furious at the treatment of his daughter, he waged war with Herod Antipas and almost wiped out his entire army. Herod appealed to Rome for help. Without their intervention, his lust for Herodias would have cost him his life.

Into this seamy story steps John the Baptist. He is the one that dared to call Pharisees and Sadducees a “brood of snakes”. John the Baptist did not care about power or politics; he lived in the desert. He had no material wealth and desired none. There could not have been two more contrasting figures. Herod was after the luxury and position of his father. He built the city of Tiberius on the western shores of Galilee. He spent much of his time there and in his father’s palace at Machaerus. Though Philip had divorced Herodias a year and half earlier, John the Baptist, in the power of the Spirit, calls her Philip’s wife. It does not appear that God recognized the divorce. Not only was this adultery, but it was incest as well. Herodias was the daughter of Antipas half-brother Aristobulus, which made her his niece. Herod Antipas didn’t just happen to hear a one time report about John’s condemnation of their relationship, but John went out of his way to make the accusation to him over and over again.
4 for John had been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." (Leviticus 18:16
)
I think part of Herod’s fascination over John was the contrast in their lives. He probably wondered how this man, John, who had nothing and was after nothing could have the guts to stand in front of religious and secular leaders and boldly declare their sin? Why did he have no fear of death or imprisonment? Certainly Herod’s life, like that of his father, or for that matter of every secular person, was filled with fear. (Psalm 14:5
) What do you fear? He was afraid of a revolt of the Jews, of losing his position as tetrarch, of his enemy King Aretus, of assassins, of the opinions of other rulers, of his wife, of death, and ultimately of judgment. And so, the Scriptures declare that this perverse power monger who was greedy for pleasure actually enjoyed listening to John and even did some of the things John told him to do. (Mark 6:20
) He wanted to kill him, but at the same time enjoyed listening to him. He sounds like a man tormented by his conscience.

Archeologists have uncovered these dungeons at Machareus and the places where chains were secured to the rock walls where John was held for a year and half before this story took place. They were rat and roach infested, dank, and dark hell-holes. In John, Herod saw a man in perfect peace living in this darkness. John never softened his message to obtain release. If he released him, he feared the influence he had with the people.
5 Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet.

This prophet, John, obviously had some kind of connection with God to stand so strong under these conditions. Herod feared that if he killed him, he would face bad luck or even the wrath of God. And so, he held him and intended to keep on holding him. Herod, like many of his peers, was superstitious. He thought the ghosts of several of his dead relatives roamed the fortress. Herod was a man in conflict. He was afraid of losing his earthly power and luxury, but at the same time, He was afraid of the Judge to Whom he would one day give an account. (Romans 14:10
) That is where his soul stood balanced on his birthday, between turning toward heaven or down the slippery slope that ends in hell.

6 On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased Herod so much 7 that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 8 Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." Birthdays of Roman dignitaries often included indulgence of the flesh. There was drunkenness and sexual debauchery. The dancers were usually prostitutes, but to carry out her evil plot, Herodias had her own daughter, Salome, dance for her stepfather and the crowd. Herod, being a man given to lewdness, did not object. A child of 12 and under was subject to the parent and had to speak through them, which is why we think Salome was only 12 at the time. After her performance, Herod, drunk and excited, opened his mouth and made a rash oath. He would give her anything. This was his turning point, one from which he would never recover. (Genesis 6:3
) It was his leap off the fence that sent him to his certain destruction.

Life inevitably leads up to these moments of monumental decision. Will we yield to the Spirit or the flesh? Before this he had faced a hundred of these forks in the road, but this one had no return routes. Herodias, probably tired of the struggle within Herod, and angry with John’s righteous pronouncement of her sin, asked for John’s head to be immediately served up on a platter. Herod was not noted for being a man of his word, but to make a promise with an oath and break it before these dignitaries would have been humiliating. He could confess his over-indulgence and lose a little respect he never had, or follow through and kill the one man he truly respected. It was a lifetime of poor choices and compromises of the heart that guided this momentous decision. You cannot compromise 9 out of 10 times and expect to be strong enough to make the right decision when it really counts. (Proverbs 29:1
)

People say they will turn to God on their deathbed. If they have rejected His love all their life how will they find the moral courage to make a stand when it really matters? Others say that they will get more serious about following God when they get older, but I have never seen anyone who said that actually carry through. Older is always ten years away. Jesus spoke of calloused hearts, and certainly Herod’s heart had been confronted with the truth repeatedly even as it had grown hard again and again. No wonder statistics tell us the vast majority who come to Christ do so in their youth.
9 The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted 10 and had John beheaded in the prison. 11 His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother.

Jerome writes that she pulled his tongue out the head and stuck a hairpin through it. You can silence the messenger but the word of God is alive. It surely haunted her all the days of her life, even into eternity. Herod wondered if Jesus was John returned from the dead. The words of John were surely haunting him, as he grew more and more calloused.

It was only about a year later when Jesus, the Son of God, would stand before Herod. Herod was glad because he thought he would finally get to see Jesus do a miracle. (Luke 23:8
) Jesus was not performing. He would not even say one word to Herod. Perhaps, by this time, Herod was not worth one word from the lips of the Savior. Herod and his men mocked the Savior and sent him back to Pilate. (Luke 23:11
) In less than ten years Herod’s own nephew would accuse him to the emperor Caligula who would exile both Herod and the manipulating Herodias to Gaul. They would live out their days there in obscurity, awaiting the judgment of God. (Revelation 6:16-17
)

The Jews considered burial as an important part of the life of a man of God.
12 John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus.
After caring for their beloved leader’s body they told the man John pointed to as the Lamb of God, Jesus.
13a When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place.
Jesus was John’s cousin. John’s imprisonment signaled the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. (Matthew 4:12-13
) His death now foreshadowed Jesus’ coming crucifixion at the hands of this world’s leaders.

The death of our brothers and sisters in Christ should send us to solitary places to pray and consider our own lives, how brief they are and what is really important. When Pastor Huchinson was killed it had that affect on many. God will raise someone up to fill his place. The one who took his life was not so different from Herod. He made choices through his life that ended up with the one that put him behind the wheel of the car that day. Both he and Herod were indulging themselves with drunkenness and worldly pleasure. I imagine they both regretted the outcome, but both, calloused from continual confrontations with the truth, go on their calloused way. We should pray that the man driving that car will be broken with conviction and give his life to the Lord so that his end will be different. Herod and Herodias most likely went on their way like the weeds in the parable of the weeds, bound and cast into the eternal furnace. (Matthew 13:30
) When the net was pulled in, they were the bad fish that were tossed aside. (Matthew 13:48
) Looking face to face with the pearl of inestimable worth, they could only mock.

The saddest thing to me is the child whose life is destroyed by the influence of the parents. How did that affect Solome’s future? How drug addiction affects the lives of the children in that home! Jesus had a particular disgust for those who corrupt the lives of children. (Mark 9:42
)

What a story! But it is a story that has some very valuable lessons for us. God is not mocked; we reap what we sow. (Galatians 6:7
) If the world is our priority, we will end up making the decision that will send us down the road to ruin. (James 4:4
) God confronts us with the truth, not to make us miserable, but to bring us out of darkness and into the light. (1 Peter 2:9
) He wants to guide us out of fear into the security of salvation in Him. (1 John 5:13
) He confronts us again and again, but only we can decide how we will answer. A life of little compromises will lead to a greater compromise in the end, even if we are interested in spiritual things. Herod reminds us of the wheat that grew up in the thorns, whose life was choked out by the worries of this life and deceitfulness of wealth. (Matthew 13:22
)

Herodias, on the other hand, reminds me of the seed that was sown on the path. (Matthew 13:19
) Her heart was always so hard that nothing ever penetrated it. She manipulated men for power and position. She used her own daughter to have her evil way with the one who dared to speak the truth. She tricked and manipulated everyone in her life, but she could not trick God. In the end, she too, reaped what she sowed. (Psalm 73:11-12
)

Finally, John the Baptist, the outspoken prophet of God, was faithful to death. The world sees that as a tragedy. That is because the world lives for this life only. John was living for eternity. A faithful, obedient, testimony, He went to his reward. (Revelation 2:10
) Now, when people look back on history, we revere John and his faithfulness to God. Jesus called him the greatest of the prophets. (Matthew 11:11
) We just think of Herod as a weak, fearful man, but we think of John as a man of convictions. Herod lost everything he feared losing. John gained everything he dreamed of gaining.

Sometimes are we tempted to water down the message and make it more palatable. There are times to confront and times that we must wait for the Spirit’s direction, but we should never water down the message. (Ephesians 5:11
) Every time we are considering that, we should think of John. He exemplified the seed sown on good ground. He produced fruit. (Matthew 13:23
) We have brothers and sisters around the globe that lose their jobs because they declare they belong to Jesus. Some must face expulsion from their families. Others face physical abuse and even death for declaring the truth of Jesus Christ. Like John, they will not back down. (2 Timothy 3:12
)

In Mark 8:15 
Jesus warned us of the yeast of Herod. He never explained it, but as we have seen, yeast is representative of permeation. Does Herod’s love of the world over the things of God permeate your thoughts and desires? (1 John 2:15
) If it does, that is Jesus’ warning to you. That yeast of Herod is what causes us to water down the message, to back down when we would suffer loss for speaking the truth, to love the things of the world more than God. Will you run the risk of losing favor with man rather than be disobedient to God? (Galatians 1:10
)

Everyday we are faced with a thousand choices of what will be the priority in our individual lives. We decide between light and darkness. Though we view our decisions as harmless, they are developing a tendency. The choices we make today develop a pattern for future decisions. Herod had a taste for the things of God, but not more than his love for the world. That foolish promise was made in split second while indulging in the pleasures of this world. His compromising decisions led him down a path to hell. Have the choices you have been making led you down a destructive God dishonoring path? It is never to late to turn around before a moment of compromise claims your soul. Choose this day Whom you will serve. If God is God then serve Him! If the world is your god, then serve it, but know that the end thereof is destruction. (Proverbs 16:25
) Choose life!

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan.�6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 


Matthew 3:5-6 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 


Galatians 5:17 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 16 "'Do not have sexual relations with your brother's wife; that would dishonor your brother. 


Leviticus 18:16 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 5 There they are, overwhelmed with dread, 


 for God is present in the company of the righteous. 


Psalms 14:5 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a just man and an holy, and observed him; and when he heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 


Mark 6:20 (KJV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 10 You, then, why do you judge your brother? Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God's judgment seat.


Romans 14:10 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years. 


Genesis 6:3 (KJV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 1 He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.


Proverbs 29:1 (KJV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some miracle.


Luke 23:8 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.


Luke 23:11 (KJV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?" 


Revelation 6:16-17 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali-- 


Matthew 4:12-13 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'"


Matthew 13:30 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away.


Matthew 13:48 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 42 "And if anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck.


Mark 9:42 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.


Galatians 6:7 (KJV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.


James 4:4 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.


1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.


1 John 5:13 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.


Matthew 13:22 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.


Matthew 13:19 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 11 And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High? 12 Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches


Psalms 73:11-12 (KJV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.


Revelation 2:10 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.


Matthew 11:11 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.


Ephesians 5:11 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."


Matthew 13:23 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,


2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 15 "Be careful," Jesus warned them. "Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod."


Mark 8:15 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.


1 John 2:15 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ.


Galatians 1:10 (NIV)


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� 25 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.


Proverbs 16:25 (NIV)





PAGE  
5

