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Matthew 26:69-75 (NIV)

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. 71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

Someone contemplating the frequent failings of Jewish people in the Old Testament once wrote this little ditty, “Tis odd of God, To choose the Jew. He chose, Which shows, God knew, His Jew.” God, who sees the past and the future in the present, picked a people that would perfectly illustrate the need for a Redeemer. (1 Corinthians 10:11
) It can be a very frustrating experience to read of the failings of the Children of Israel in the wilderness, or the failings of the kings of Israel. Just when hopes rise and there is a moment of obedience, along comes a string of tragic failures and the consequences. Why did God pick people that would be so consistently unteachable? (Isaiah 65:12
) When it comes to spiritual maturity, is there any other kind? (1 Peter 1:24
) If it were Wayside Chapel in the Wilderness, would it have been any different? We would like to think so, but when we examine our own wilderness wanderings, we have to conclude it would have been very similar.

Jesus chose Peter for a reason. You have to love him. He is the energetic guy that is always out front in everything. He is a born leader. He always has an opinion. He is always ready with an answer. He is inspired at times, and sometimes dead wrong. He tried to convince Jesus that He should not go to the cross. (Matthew 16:22
) He wanted to build little shelters for Moses, Elijah, and Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. (Luke 9:33
)

Preachers often make fun of Peter, but none of us ever walked on water. (Matthew 14:28-29
) I have heard it said that he only took his foot out of his mouth to stick the other one in.  However, in every list of the disciples, Peter is first and Judas is last. We have some awe inspiring moments, like when after the miraculous catch, he asked Jesus to go away because Peter knew himself to be a sinful man (Luke 5:8
), or when he declared that Jesus was the Messiah (Mark 8:29
), or his sermon in Acts 2 when 3000 are saved (Acts 2:41
). He was the first to have the revelation that God meant for the message to go to the Gentiles and convinced the church of it (Acts 11:17-18
). 

Impetuous and bold, he is the one who asked Jesus the most questions and who volunteered the most answers. Peter was a learner, because he was in the middle of every situation. He was not willing to sit back and watch the action; he had to be in it.

Only a few hours earlier, Jesus had warned Peter that Satan desired to sift him like wheat. (Luke 22:31
) They went to the Garden of Gethsemene for the night. Peter slept while his Master prayed. I do not doubt that some of those prayers were for Peter. The armed mob appeared, led by Judas. Peter, faithful to his misguided promise, swung his sword. It may have hit dead center on the servant of the high priest’s helmet and slid down the side, severing his ear and landing on the shoulder armor.

Instead of a commendation for being the only one willing to defend Jesus, he was rebuked. (John 18:11
) Don’t you wonder if that was a confusing moment for Peter? He was fearless enough to do what no one else would, facing insurmountable odds. He thought the battle was with the mob, and he was ready to take them all on. He had guts. He had faith. Nevertheless, He did not understand what was happening. Jesus’ healing of the wounded servant’s ear must have been a blow to Peter’s self-confidence. (Luke 22:51
)

Confused and disheartened, he watched as they bound Jesus and led Him away. He and John followed the glow of the torches ahead of them through the dead of night to Caiaphas’ home. They knew what went on there. John had friends in the inner workings of the Jewish legal system. (John 18:15-16
) They knew a night trial meant sinister intentions were orchestrating something quite serious. They knew of the interrogation chamber under the home and the holding pit for those who were deemed dangerous to the Sanhedrin. 

John convinced the servant girl at the gate to let Peter in with him. We do not know where John went, perhaps right into the interrogation area. Peter sat about 40 feet away in the courtyard. I have been in Israel in springtime. The nights are crisp, enough for a jacket. Peter went to warm himself by the fire. Temple guards sat around him. It was precarious place to be. I imagine his heart was pounding in his chest. He was in fear of being recognized and dragged into that interrogation chamber, chained up and questioned like others he had heard of.

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. The thing he feared most happened. What would this bold and powerful man do? He had already been told to put his sword away. That was not an option. Was he just supposed to tell the truth in faith that God would take care of him? Just surrender? That is not in his nature…at least not yet.

Heart pounding in his chest, he looked at the soldiers and then he denied it before them all. “I don't know what you're talking about,” he said.  The words were out. What else was he supposed to do? It was fight, deny…, or surrender. In addition, what thoughts played on his heart and mind once the words were out? What justifications did his mind come up with?

John tells us that it was at this point that Jesus was brought in bound after Annas’ interrogation. Now it is Caiaphas’ chance to try to break Jesus. Jesus may have been chained in that interrogation room, arms stretched up forming a V. Peter must have tried to listen to the soldiers, feigning disinterest in what was going on during the interrogation, but his real focus was on Jesus, his friend and master for the past three years. What was going to happen? Was Jesus going to call the 12 legions of angels now? (Matthew 26:53
) Would He reveal His glory as He did on the mountain? (Matthew 17:2
)

Nervous about the presence of the soldiers and the accusation, he got up and went to the gate. Maybe the servant girl would not see him there. It was darker over there away from the fire. 71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." What is going on? Wherever he turns, someone is pointing him out to others. He had already chosen his course of action. Denial seemed like the best option. After all, it was so that he could stay near Jesus. Wasn’t it?

He took a more serious step. 72 He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" This time he made a vow before God that he did not know who Jesus was. A lie never stands alone. It needs bigger and bigger ones to prop the first one up. Once we choose that path, it only gets increasingly worse. 

What is happening? Why doesn’t God help Peter out, make him invisible or unrecognizable or something? Instead it seems like God has a spotlight on him. Sovereign God is challenging Peter to commit his life to Jesus and place his faith in God. He is giving Peter a glimpse of reality. “You think you love Him? You think you will stand when all others flee?” And do you think when the gun is pointed at your head you will declare that He alone is God? What did Peter truly believe deep within his heart? Do we really believe?

I am not so sure Peter realized how much he needed a Savior. I wonder if sometimes we are not so sure that we need a Savior. We think we have our convictions straight and our will is set in stone. We think that we can do it even if we have to do it all alone. Then God allows a situation that reveals to us where we really are. We begin to justify and explain ourselves. The faithfulness of God will not leave us in our delusions. He will use our own words to reveal to us that we are not nearly as strong as we once thought. With that revelation comes a taste of humility and a great recognition of our need for a Savior. 
Thinking that he is likely to look less incriminating, Peter moved back to the fire near the guards. Everyone was standing around the fire. They could hear the proceedings were winding down. The victim was being struck and mocked. 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." Luke tells us it was an hour later. It is now around 3 A.M. Romans call this hour gallicantu, or cockcrow. Peter had tried to carry on a conversation to try to disguise his mounting fears, but his accent gave him away. What was this? It is as if God is trying to expose him. They just will not give it up. 

74 Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster crowed. Peter swore to God under threat of God’s curse that he did not know Jesus, and the rooster crowed. Trying desperately to follow Jesus when all others fled, trying to be the one who would not fail Him, he came to this point of invoking the wrath of God upon himself. And the rooster crowed. The rooster crowed, “Now do you believe me?” The rooster crowed, “Do you still trust in your own strength?” The rooster crowed, “You failed!” 

Luke 22:61a The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. If the rooster crow did not say it loud enough, Jesus’ sad eyes certainly conveyed the whole story. In those eyes we can read, “Now do you understand why I must go to the cross?” Every time I think I am becoming mature in Christ and setting myself apart for Him alone, the Lord brings circumstances together to surround and trap me. I see who I really am, and He looks me in the eyes. I hear Jesus say the same thing to me, “Now do you understand why I had to go to the cross?” I weep with Peter. God brings us into deep waters, not to drown us but to cleanse us. He cleanses us from trust in our own strength and from confidence in the flesh. He cleanses us from pride in who we are and what we think we have accomplished. “Thank you Lord for your mercy and grace.” 

75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

If you have never been there brother or sister, you do not yet know who you are and have not yet had the revelation of who He is. 

“I am weak but Thou art strong,

Jesus keep me from all wrong,

I’ll be satisfied as long,

As I walk, let me walk close to Thee.”

Why did Jesus choose Peter? Because he is so exemplifies human behavior. His ups and downs, his victories and defeats so mirror our own. In this sad story of Peter’s failure, we see ourselves, but we also see the tenacity of God. God loves us too much to leave us where we are. He will corner us with circumstances until our weakness comes to the surface. He will let some kind of rooster crow to wake us up to where we are. Then He will look us straight in the eyes, and we will begin to understand. 

Peter later called it being refined by fire. Listen to his words written decades after this painful event. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 1Peter 1:6-7 (NIV)

Why did he begin that passage, “In this you greatly rejoice…”? Isn’t he weeping in our text? We rejoice because of what those tears produce, a faith that is genuine. It results in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Isn’t that what you are really after? It is what God is after. And thank Him that He will not rest until we are conformed to His likeness. (Romans 8:29
) What patience! What love! 

For each of these three denials, Jesus will give Peter a chance to declare his love for Him. (John 21:15-17
) And He will do the same for you. When Jesus warned Peter about the sifting of Satan, do you remember the promise? Jesus told Peter that He would pray for him. (Luke 22:32a
) He also implied a time of restoration and ministry. “And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." Luke 22:32b (NIV)

Can you see the incredible goodness of God? Jesus was telling Peter that he would deny Him, but not to worry because, “I will pray for you.” While Jesus was silent during the trial, I think He was praying for Peter. It is an incredible thought. While Peter was being faithless to Jesus, Jesus was being faithful to him. (2 Timothy 2:13
) When you are in that trial that God has graciously allowed in your life, know that Jesus is praying for you. When you are denying Him, He is praying for you. He lives to intercede for us. (Hebrews 7:25
) Then wonder of wonders, He takes failures like you and me and invites us to represent Him. Peter was to go from failure to leader, betrayer to trusted shepherd of the apostles. Grace upon grace upon grace! Is there one of us here this morning that deserves to represent such a gracious, loving, and holy God? But He blesses us with opportunities to represent Him. That is amazing grace!

I have been thinking about that Passover song, Dayaynu! It would have been enough. If He just gave us the Word, it would have been enough. If He just gave us the example of His life, it would have been enough. He could have stopped with that and we would have had more than we could ever deserve. But He does not stop there. If He just died for us, it would have been enough. Don’t you think so? If He just interceded for us, it would have been enough. If He just gave us the Holy Spirit, it would have been enough. If He just worked in our life each day to purify us, it would have been enough. He just never seems to stop pouring out His grace. He lets us minister His love to others, He lives in us, and He is preparing a place for us. Holy, holy, holy! I am overwhelmed with the love of God day after day after day, and I have not seen but a glimpse. (1 Kings 10:7
)

God’s gracious choice of Peter teaches us all that we are not hopeless. It teaches us that no matter how far we have fallen, His grace is enough. He still desires to bless us with a relationship with Himself. To whom much is forgiven, the same loves much. He allows us to sink so low so that we can understand how great His grace and mercy is. 

When the revelation of His love becomes clear, no one needs to tell you how you should respond. You know! You cannot help but worship. You just long to surrender every corner of your heart. You just want to be in His presence and love Him even more.  Amen? That is the invitation. He is speaking to your heart this morning and you know how you should respond.
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