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It has been a few weeks since our last sermon in Galatians, so allow me to share a
quick review. The Galatians had been influenced by some false teachers to believe their
salvation depended on obedience to the laws God gave through Moses. Paul was shocked
that they would so quickly turn from the gospel of grace. He shared his amazing
testimony in which by grace alone God turned him from being a persecutor of Christians
to a proclaimer of Christ. He went on to explain how the laws of Moses put us under a
curse. They promise life to the one who lives it all, but the only one to ever live it all was
Jesus. Now in our passage today he continues to explain how all who place their faith in
Christ are free from the curses of the law for they have the righteousness of Jesus. We are
heirs of the blessing God promised to the world for those with faith in Jesus.
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Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the
coming faith would be revealed. Galatians 3:23 “Before faith came,” means the revelation
of the new covenant in Christ and the infilling of the Spirit. The death and resurrection of
Jesus was a revelation that the New Covenant was inaugurated. Until then the Jewish
people were held captive by the laws of God. The Gentiles were no better off, for their
consciences were a law for them (Romans 2:14,15i). Captivity of the law was not a new
idea when Paul wrote this. Rabbi called it the hedge of the law that confined them and
predicted that the Messiah would break down the hedge.ii
The imprisonment was to sin as declared in verse 23. Jesus told us that when we
sin (not if) we are the servants of sin (John 8:34iii). Knowing the law only made us aware
of our sins. Jesus Christ came as a Deliverer: and who will welcome and rejoice in a
deliverer, unless he knows that there is something from which he needs to be delivered,
unless he feels that he is in a wretched galling bondage, and that he cannot of himself
burst his chains, that he cannot throw off his yoke? But when a man’s eyes are opened to
see the prison in which he is shut up, to see and feel the chains which are fast bound
round his soul, and have eaten into it,—when he has learnt to see and to know that the
pleasures, whatever they may be, of sin are only, like the fleshpots of Egypt, intoxicating
drugs, given to him to deprive him of all sense of his captivity,—then will he long for a
deliverer, and rejoice on hearing of his approach, and hail him when he comes into view,
and follow him whithersoever he may lead. (J. C. Hare, M.A.)iv
By referring to “the coming faith” here, Paul can't mean one could not be saved by
faith before Jesus came, for he has just used the example of Abraham in verses 6-9, 14,
18. The law with its sacrifices looked forward in faith that God would provide a way for
the forgiveness and removal of sins. Until the cross, the covenant for Jews to obey the
law remained in effect, even though faith in God was always the means of salvation.
Verse 23 means that Christ came to liberate us from sin and the law's demands
having fulfilled them for us. He then sent His Spirit to guide us into holy living. He made
it possible by paying our sin debt with His life, but that does not mean we can live as we
please. The Spirit can be more demanding than the laws, but the Spirit also gives us a
heart that desires to obey and joy in that obedience (1 Peter 1:8v).
24
So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be
justified by faith. Galatians 2:24 The law was the guardian of the Jewish people for the
best possible life. The law gave rules and instructions until Christ came in order that they
might look forward in faith to God's Messiah and provision for sins. Without the Spirit
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directing them, there needed to be general guidelines to help them understand God's
holiness and the need for a Deliverer.
Guardians of children in that day were usually foreign slaves who were educated.
They taught the children and looked after them. At times they could even discipline them.
They were like a surrogate parent until the child matured into the likeness of their real
parents. In the same way the law was given to guide Israel to represent God to the
nations. But it was never intended to be their master forever. The infilling of the Spirit
brings about spiritual maturity to act like the Father from the heart rather than from a set
of rules (Ezekiel 11:19vi).
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But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, Galatians 3:25
Jesus liberated us from being held under the captivity of the law! Now we have what the
law pointed to, the sacrifice acceptable to God for our sins, Jesus, the Lamb of God (John
1:29vii). The Spirit will rarely if ever contradict the moral laws, i.e.: murder, lying,
coveting, adultery; but the other laws of society, health, and worship can still be a
blessing to Jews of faith. However, they are not required (Galatians 2:14viii). They are not
held captive by them. Righteousness has always been by faith, but now we can see
exactly how that was made possible in the cross.
We should realize that our old nature prefers laws over relationship. Laws are
easier to follow than walking in the Spirit. If we live by laws, we only must obey in those
specific areas the laws command, and we can often find a way around the rules. Walking
in the Spirit requires our total commitment but is rewarded with the fruits of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22,23ix). It is the freedom of living in accord with our transformed hearts. It
is living how our Creator designed us to live.
The law without the Spirit can be easily twisted into something God never
intended. The Pharisees were the most devout keepers of the law and from them came the
Christian killer Saul and traits seen in the legalistic Pharisees who laid heavy burdens on
the people (Matthew 23:4x).
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for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. Galatians 3:26
Everything Paul has written to this point leads to this conclusion. What follows points
back to it. Jew and Gentile are adopted into the family of God through faith in what Jesus
did and become one body, grafted together (Romans 11:17xi; Ephesians 2:12-19xii). This
includes not only rights and inheritance but obligations as well. In Christ we are maturing
to have the heart of the Father. That is what begins when we are born again. The new
covenant is a matter of the heart rather than obedience to rules (Jeremiah 31:33xiii;
Ezekiel 36:26,27xiv).
In all Paul referred to Jesus as the “Son of God” seventeen times in his letters.
Jesus is uniquely and exclusively the Son of God, equal with the Father from all eternity,
unrivaled by any creatures in his essential deity. All the more remarkable, then, is Paul’s
description of the redeemed as “sons of God.”xv
Our modern sensitivity to gender prefers the translation "children" rather than
"sons". But that misses the point. Israel was referred to as children of God. In Christ,
whether male or female, we are considered sons (John 1:12xvi). That is because we are in
Christ who is the Son! And the son is the heir of everything. In the Old Testament the
daughters rarely received an inheritance. The property went to the sons. Sisters, the fact
that God calls you sons here is not derogatory, rather it includes you in Christ who is the
Son and the inheritor of all things!
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When people say we are all sons and daughters of God, they are misguided. We
are all made in God's image (Genesis 1:27xvii). But we can only be a son of God by being
in Christ our Savior, the Son. Those who are not in Christ may have good intentions and
be nice, but they are not sons of God. They may become sons of God by faith in Jesus
and His sacrifice for us, but that requires humility to receive the conviction of the Holy
Spirit pointing out that we are all sinners in need of salvation (John 16:8xviii). Paul uses
the phrase “in Christ” 127 times in his letters. It is the same idea as the following verse.
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For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Galatians
3:27 The expression “Baptized into Christ” is not the act of baptism, but rather the
immersion into Christ and thereby into the family of God upon salvation. The ceremony
of baptism declares that you have already been baptized into Christ, meaning you have
become immersed into the Lord's body (Ephesians 5:29-31xix). Like dipping material into
a vat of dye, you have the Jesus’ color like everyone else in baptized into Him.
Putting on Christ is one of my favorite Paulisms (Ephesians 4:24xx; Colossians
3:10xxi; Romans 13:14xxii). Christ is our covering. We are clothed in Him, God sees His
righteousness and not our failures. Thank God for this grace! We put off the old man and
put on Christ. Baptism pictures the old man being buried and rising to new life in Jesus'
resurrection. We should be completely changed, a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17xxiii).
It is not that we just try to imitate Him, but that our life is dependent on and drawn from
Him. That can be true for anyone who will come to God believing His Word by faith. It is
what makes the body of Christ one, for we are all in Him (John 14:20xxiv). That includes a
commitment to one another as well.
When I pray, I often picture in my mind's eye being clothed in Christ as I approach
the throne of God (Hebrews 4:16xxv). That is why we are accepted there. It is not because
of our righteousness, but because of His. That is why God hears our prayers. That is why
the seraphim who guard the holiness of God allow us to approach the throne of grace.
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There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28 In Christ we are one
regardless of gender, race, culture, or status. We all have the Jesus’ color. We are all
drink of the same Holy Spirit who unites us (1 Corinthians 12:12,13xxvi). So of course,
there is no need for circumcision of the flesh, which is what the Judaizers were insisting
on. Jews may do so to honor the covenant with their forefathers if they see it as a picture
of what Jesus does in our hearts, but it earns no merit with God. In Christ, our hearts are
circumcised, which is what circumcision represented (Deuteronomy 30:6xxvii).
The oneness mentioned here has to do with salvation and the family of God, not
roles in the church body (Titus 1:5,6xxviii; 2:3,4xxix). People try to apply this verse to roles
in the church and sexual relations when other verses clearly tell us that is not the case.
Cafeteria Christians sometimes choose single verse and misinterpret it to support their
personal preference. Let us always consider the context of the passage and the full
counsel of God. Scripture is to be interpreted with Scripture. The context here is clearly
regarding salvation, being a part of the body of Christ. The Word of God never
contradicts itself when we understand it correctly.
Leaders are servants of the flock. You can serve the flock with or without a title.
How sad to leave your brothers and sisters over the desire for a title. Pastors or elders (the
term is interchangeable) are servants of the congregation. We will be held accountable to
God for how we led the church and what we taught (James 3:1xxx). Women clearly have
3

an important role in the church. We all need one another in our God given roles. All of us
are equally valued because we are in the Son. Whether the culture is swinging in one
direction or another should not affect the Word of God. The Word of God is for every
culture in every age. Christians live in the Biblical culture, for we are citizens of heaven
(Philippians 3:20xxxi). We will never fit in.
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And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
promise. Galatians 3:29 The people of faith are the spiritual descendants of Abraham and
heirs of the blessing promised to him. That is because like Abraham, we believe the
promise and are counted as righteous. That promise is that through his Descendant all the
world will be blessed. We have received the blessing of the Messiah's atonement and
promised Holy Spirit. Our part is to believe by faith, just like Abraham believed God.
Jesus did the work that made it possible by taking our sins upon Himself.
Some of the other blessings such as the promise of the land and some of the
promises through the prophets seem to be specifically to the physical descendants of
Abraham. They are stated unconditionally, and some are said to be forever. But the
promised blessing to the world is the great blessing that is ours forever!
4:1
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though
he is the owner of everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set
by his father. Galatians 4:1,2 In that age you had to be approved as mature by your father
before the rights of an heir were given. That seems wiser than setting an age, as people
mature differently. When the father saw the son was wise enough to represent the
household, he would have a ceremony toga virilas in which he placed a robe on the
young man before all the relatives and friends. Paul is comparing Israel under the law to
an immature child waiting for the time to come when they were ready to inherit the
promises. The law was the guardian or manager until the promised Messiah came. Then
we could put on the robe that is Jesus Christ. We can represent the household of God!
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In the same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. Galatians 4:3 The Jewish people were still
learning spiritual truth through the law revealing man to be sinful and in need of a Savior.
Just like a parent tells a child, "Don't touch this, and don't do that, and be sure to stay in
the yard." The law gave rules to help keep them safe from the destructiveness of the
elementary principles of the world that enslaves us, such as greed, sex, and power.
I can imagine these revelations came to Paul as he studied the Torah in the Syrian
desert. Drop by drop the revelations began to come together as he saw what God was
doing, keeping sin in check, revealing our need for a Savior, until the perfect time when
the promised Messiah would come. He looked at Israel's repeated failure to obey the law
and the idolatry that seduced them and tempted him (Romans 7:7,8xxxii). Doing so would
reveal the need for the promised Messiah to redeem us.
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But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, Galatians 4:4 The time set by the Father came to make a way that we
might be adopted by faith. Jesus was sent into the world in the body of baby through a
woman, not a man and woman, but the virgin Mary, while the Jews were still under the
law. This is the gospel: God sent forth His Son and Spirit to awaken faith in us.
It was the time God set, for the population of the world was about to begin a
dramatic upward turn. Romans were building roads for safer travel which would
distribute the message to distant lands. Ships were sailing further. Greek language with
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its exactitude was the lingua franca. Records were being preserved which would give us
thousands of manuscripts of parts of the New Testament. The world was seeing the
Roman and Greek gods to be powerless. Israel was under the heavy yoke of the law and
seeking One who would distill it down to one basic truth. Women were praying to be the
mother of the Messiah. Foreigners were looking for a king to rise in Israel. Everything
was moving toward that predestined (Kairos) moment when God would reveal the means
by which any person enters the family of God through faith. Faith was always the way of
salvation, but Jesus born of a woman, born under the law became the sacrifice for our
sins which was how our adoption as sons was made legally possible.
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to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons. Galatians 4:5 The purpose of His coming was to bring about our transition from
being under the law to adoption as mature sons inheriting all the rights that come with it.
We had to be redeemed to be sanctified to be vessels to receive the Holy Spirit. We need
to realize what our adoption means. We can now participate with our Father as we pray
His will into the earth and interact with others as His hands and feet! It is time for us to
put on Christ! It reminds me of the hymn, Let Others See Jesus in Me.
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And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, “Abba! Father!” Galatians 6:6 That full sonship and redemption enabled the
Spirit to fill us, and so we cry out with the Spirit of Jesus in us, "Daddy, Father!" We are
brothers and sisters of the Lord Jesus who was the only One to cry out like that (Mark
14:36xxxiii; Romans 8:15xxxiv; Hebrews 2:11xxxv)! He is the heir of all things and so we are
co-heirs with Him (1 Corinthians 3:21,22xxxvi; Romans 8:17xxxvii).
7
So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
Galatians 4:7 Now we are no longer under the old do's and don'ts with our guardian
watching over our every move. We are full sons and have received our rights as sons and
heirs through God's gracious provision of Jesus. This is the point Paul is trying to convey
to Galatians who think they need to obey the laws of Moses to somehow please God. We
can come boldly to the throne of grace in time of need and expect He will hear and help.
We can choose to walk in the Spirit and crucify the flesh by donning the robe of Christ.
We can speak truth in Jesus' name and call people from darkness to light. We can pray
God's will into the earth. We can live as instruments of righteousness (Romans 6:13 xxxviii).
Unlike the world which curses God for difficulties, we cry out to God as our Abba. He
disciplines us because we are sons (Hebrews 12:7,8xxxix). That is the evidence that we are
full sons and no longer under the tutelage of the law.
"If a son" implies not all are sons. These wonderfully freeing abilities are not ours
unless we’ve been adopted. The only way to be adopted is to be in the Son and let the
Son live in us (John 17:23xl). That not only means we have a special relationship with our
heavenly Father, but that we also have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, unfading,
reserved in heaven for us, while we are kept by the power of God through faith, unto
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (Romans 8:17xli; 1 Peter 1:3-5xlii).
We sometimes feel like these Galatians, wondering if we shouldn’t be doing more
to truly be saved, wondering if this good news is really for us. It is not about being good
enough. Only Jesus was good enough. His mercy and grace brought you into the family
of God. I think we can all relate to this: I’m not what I should be, but I’m not who I used
to be, which gives me faith He’ll finish the work in me. Are you in Christ? He invites us
to come to Him and receive the adoption by faith in what He has done for us.
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Questions:
1 What were the Jews held captive by?
2 What are we all imprisoned under?
3 Why were those things necessary?
4 How do we become sons of God?
5 Why not sons and daughters?
6 What does it mean to put on Christ?
7 How does that relate to the Roman culture?
8 What does 4:3 tell us we were enslaved to?
9 What does it mean to be an heir of God?
10 Have you been set free?
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