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There is a lot of confusion in the church about the role of Israel. Most of the mainline 
denominations have become increasingly secular, so their attitude is that Israel has 
created a lot of tension in the world and is usually in the wrong. Some on the other end 
of the pendulum see Israel as God’s chosen who can do no wrong, all of whom God has 
sovereignly chosen to save. The Apostle Paul gives us the Biblical truth which is seeing 
things from God’s perspective. Chapter ten told us of the breadth of salvation and the 
work of God in every human heart. Paul describes how the gospel has gone out to the 
world, and that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (10:13). At 
the same time, he sees how few of his fellow Jews have received the good news and 
the hardness of their heart throughout history.  

Chapter eleven begins with Paul asking, 1a … has God rejected his people? Midway 
through the chapter he asked in another way, 11a … did they stumble in order that they 
might fall? Both times he answers with an emphatic, “By no means!” He explained to us 
that there is a “spirit of stupor” that keeps them from hearing and seeing the truth that 
Jesus is the Messiah (11:8). The purpose of the hardening of their hearts was so that 
the gospel would go to the Gentiles. Then, through their intimacy with the Messiah, 
Israel would become jealous and recognize Jesus as Lord and Savior (11:11).  

We ended last week with verse 25. 25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to 
understand this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. This is referring to the Times of the Gentiles of 
which Jesus spoke. Jesus described it as a time when the Jewish Temple would be 
trampled under the feet of Gentiles (Luke 21:24). That was a prophetic description of 
what happened, beginning 40 years after Jesus’ death to the present.  

What amazes me is that temple was in Jewish hands until the majority of the church 
was Gentile. Then, after the Jewish conquest of Jerusalem in the Six Day War, the Jews 
allowed the Arabs to continue to control the Temple Mount. When you see the Temple 
Mount taken over by the Jews and forbidding access to it by anyone but Jews, you will 
know The Times of the Gentiles is over. Some think we will be raptured before then 
(Matthew 24:42), while others think it will happen after that event (Matthew 24:29-31). 
What is important for us in understanding this passage is that Paul and Jesus saw a 
period of time in which the Gentiles would come to the salvation through the Messiah, 
but that time would one day come to an end. 

When that time comes to an end, the hardening of Israel will be removed. That should 
help us understand what Paul means in the next verse. 26a And in this way all Israel will 
be saved, What way? The Times of the Gentiles will end and the hardening that caused 
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them not to see or hear will be lifted. The entire nation of Israel will accept the word 
God placed in their heart and on their lips (10:8). Last week I gave you a summary of 
what that looks like from prophecy. It will come in a time of great crisis for Israel 
(Deuteronomy 4:30-31).  

Paul is not saying that all Jews throughout history will be saved. If that were the case 
he would not have wished he could be accursed that they would be saved (9:3). You 
might ask, “But what about all those who died in the hardness of heart and never called 
on the name of the Lord?” First, we must be careful to not limit the grace of God. 
Calling on the name of the Lord may be broader than we imagine it to be (Genesis 
4:26). Let us leave that definition to God. Of course it is only by the sacrifice of Jesus 
that anyone is saved (Ephesians 1:7). The real question is this. How much must a 
person know of that sacrifice or understand it to call on the name of the Lord? 

Secondly, we know of the nature of God from Scripture. We know He is merciful and 
yet entirely just. We know that He declared mercy triumphs over justice (James 2:13), 
and yet, He will not let sin go unpunished (Exodus 34:7). One must be born again to 
enter the kingdom of heaven (John 3:3). We know it is not His will that any should 
perish (2Peter 3:9). From those truth statements of Scripture I conclude that God would 
not permanently harden the heart of anyone that would, given the time and opportunity, 
believe and be saved. Please understand that I am not talking about all people 
eventually being saved. If I understand the prophecy of Zechariah correctly, two-thirds 
of those in Jerusalem will perish before Paul’s words come to pass (Zechariah 13:8-9). 
We join with the heavenly Father in wishing it was not so, but God has given all of us 
freedom to choose (Deuteronomy 30:19).  

Now Paul will do as he has done throughout the letter. He will defend His assertion by 
using Scripture. as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish 
ungodliness from Jacob” 27 “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away 
their sins.”  Paul is quoting an altered form of Isaiah 59:20-21a and 27:9a. He is 
quoting the LXX translation in his own words. He changes the Redeemer coming “on 
account of” Zion to the Redeemer “coming from” Zion. He probably does so in 
reference to previous quotations regarding the Redeemer coming from Zion (Psalm 
14:7 LXX yesu at Yisrael). That wording implies that Israel is in bondage, not just to 
Rome but to sin and specifically the sin of rejecting their Messiah. That is the same 
theme in the verse Paul quoted from Isaiah.  

This is the conclusion of the subject of Israel that Paul took up in chapter nine, starting 
with his lament for the nation. He quoted numerous passages about their disobedience 
and impending exile implying a repetition of the previous historical pattern. But now 
Paul comes to glorious conclusion. He hasn’t given up on his people. He hopes to win 
some of them through jealousy toward the Gentiles relationship with God. The promises 
of God to Abraham have come to pass but did not result in faith in Israel, but rather 
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disobedience (Genesis 22:18).   Yet, Paul looks even further into history and sees a 
glorious day in which all Israel will be saved. They come to faith somewhat differently in 
that day, but in a similar way to that of the Apostle Paul (Acts 9:5). In seeing the Lord 
Jesus, they will acknowledge He is Lord (Zechariah 12:10) and understand that to 
which they have been blinded for so long.  

By using these passages regarding the Redeemer, which in Isaiah clearly refers to God, 
the Apostle is equating Christ with God.  The stumbling stone in Zion upon which Israel 
stumbles is clearly the LORD of hosts in Isaiah 8:14 but referred to as Christ in Romans 
9:33. At the time of Paul’s writing this letter, Jews saw the quotation of Isaiah 59:20 as 
referring to a removal of their enemies. Paul has flipped the implication and said it is a 
removal of the sin in his fellow Jews! The Isaiah quotation goes on to say that God will 
from that time on never remove His Spirit from them (Isaiah 59:21). 

28 As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But as regards election, 
they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.  The church was beginning to 
experience increased persecution from Jews. Later in history it would be the wayward 
church persecuting the Jews. Paul is pointing back to the Jews rejection of the Messiah 
as being the means by which the gospel went to the world. Yet, Paul is emphasizing 
that God is not done with the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God 
loves them. Paul used the same expression to describe the church in Rome, “beloved” 
(Romans 1:7). The Jews are loved by God but they must accept that love. Moses wrote, 
15 Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after 
them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. Deuteronomy 10:15 (ESV)  

It is difficult for me to understand why Martin Luther, who was so affected by Romans 
1:17, did not understand Romans 9 – 11 but became anti-Semitic. I suppose we should 
learn from his failure that we are all recipients of grace. The only perfect One is our 
Savior. Let us always be willing to learn from Scripture where we are mistaken. 

I just read that God chose them above all people. 29 For the gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable. The incredibly disproportionate number of Nobel prizes going to those 
of Jewish lineage attests to that fact. Paul is saying that God doesn’t change His mind. 
He will work salvation in the Jewish nation.  

I see God choosing the Jews as an example of His ability to save anyone who will come 
to Him. Look at the stubbornness they demonstrated in the wilderness (Deuteronomy 
9:7). Consider the stubbornness to reject the Messiah because He wasn’t going to be a 
general leading them against Rome. We can say that if God loves them and longs to 
save them, maybe there is hope for even me! Paul, himself, was a stubborn persecutor 
of Christians (1Corinthians 15:9). It took a vision of Jesus to transform and humble him 
into an obedient servant. God will do whatever it takes if we will respond. Paul became 
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just as stubbornly determined to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth. Imagine 
how powerful the witness of the 144,000 will be! 

30 For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy 
because of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now been disobedient in order that 
by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. The Jews rejected Jesus 
as their Messiah. That disobedience pushed the gospel out to us Gentiles and has 
spread to the entire world. We found the mercy of God partly because they rejected 
Jesus. When they recognize they are being disobedient through seeing your life 
transformed, they will seek the same mercy you received. But unless our lives are 
indeed transformed they will not see it. Why would they be jealous of someone who 
lives just as they do? We are witnesses when the Spirit of God transforms our lives to 
focus on satisfaction in God rather than being satisfied with the little pleasures of this 
world. Only then can others see we have received mercy. 

32 For God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. Only when 
we realize how disobedient we are do we seek the mercy of God. In thinking that they 
are pleasing to God by keeping the Laws of Moses, the Jewish people often missed the 
greatest need of us all, mercy. When they realize they have rejected their Messiah and 
spoken against His children, like Paul, the scales will fall from their eyes and they will 
receive God’s mercy (Acts 9:18). God knew the choice Adam and Eve would make 
(Genesis 3:6). We would never truly love God without the freedom to choose. The 
choice to rebel would lead to the need for a Savior. The increasing depravity of the 
human heart that turns from God only serves to show the greatness of His mercy and 
grace. We would never have understood how great His love and mercy are without 
going down the path we chose. 

This verse is not telling us that all will be saved. We must compare Scripture with 
Scripture even within this very letter. Paul wrote that there is no mercy for those who 
reject God’s mercy given to us through Jesus’ sacrifice (2:8-9), and that those who are 
self-seeking and will not obey the truth will receive wrath and fury, including the Jew. 
In fact, Paul wrote that it would be to the Jew first. To whom much is given, much is 
required (Luke 12:48).  

Paul closes this section with one of the most beautiful doxologies in the Bible. It was 
written in a three part hymn like form and may have been sung. The style and quotes 
within it lead me to believe it was inspired spontaneously as the letter was being 
written. While this letter starts with the depravity of sinful man, and in this section we 
have seen the disobedient Jewish people, and that all mankind consigned to 
disobedience, the hymn breathes what should come flowing from the heart of the 
recipients of mercy. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 34 “For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 35 “Or who has given a 
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gift to him that he might be repaid?” 36 For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen.  

As Paul contemplated the wonder of God working on the heart of man to draw as many 
as possible who will receive mercy, he sees the depth of God’s wisdom and knowledge. 
We can but submit to His judgments and inscrutable ways. We would be foolish to 
question the One who made all things and knows all things. Our questioning His acts 
only emphasizes our prideful vanity. God does as He pleases based on His perfect 
nature. Paul realizes he is only catching a miniscule portion of revelation into God’s 
great heart and mind.  

The wonder of the infinite God brings to mind two verses from Isaiah and Job that Paul 
inserts to emphasize God’s transcendence and sovereignty. Who knows the mind of the 
Lord or has given Him counsel. (Paul is quoting Isaiah 40:13 LXX) How can one as 
limited as man tell the all-knowing God anything that He has not already considered? 
Then Paul quotes from the Aramaic version of Job 41:3. Who can give anything to God 
and then have God indebted to him or her?  Whatever we give to God was already His. 
These two quotes emphasize the vast difference between Creator and creation. What a 
call to humility! 

The conclusion of all this is that 36 For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. This is no passive God that stands aloof and 
watches an experiment to see how it will turn out. Paul was not a Deist! He saw 
everything in all creation, every act of man, every situation, everything directed by the 
invisible hand of God bringing all things to a conclusion that would bring God glory. Paul 
brings out the oneness of Christ Jesus and God in a similarly worded passage to the 
Corinthians. 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for 
whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist. 1 Corinthians 8:6 (ESV) What a mighty God we serve! This concludes 
the body of the letter. The final four chapters are an exhortation to the church in Rome. 

Questions 
 
1 During what time are we living? 
2 What happens after that time? 
3 Does this mean all Jews go to heaven? 
4 Go over Paul’s conclusions about Israel. 
5 How does Paul equate Jesus with God? 
6 Who is beloved of God? 
7 Why has God allowed us all to sin? 
8 Will all be saved? 
9 What do Paul’s quotes in the doxology teach us? 
10 What does the last verse tell us about the events in our life and the world? 
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