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We are beginning the study of the most translated book in the entire world. That is
because Bible translators often start with Mark’s Gospel. The reason they choose Mark is
that it is the shortest Gospel, but also because it was written for the Roman mentality that
knew little of Jewish background and traditions. He used more Latin expressions than the
other Gospels. Therefore, it is easier for the Gentile world to understand.

The title was added to the work at some time after this Gospel was circulated. By
that time, the word “Gospel” was used to describe the type of literature that told of the
life of Jesus of Nazareth. Gospel is the English translation of an ancient Greek word for
good news (euanglion). Scholars date this Gospel to around AD50. This would make it
one of the first, if not the first to be written and circulated.

Mark was not one of the twelve, though he may have been a member of a larger
secondary group of disciples such as the 72 (Luke 10:1'). Also known as John-Mark, he
may have been the young man in Mark 14:51,52", who followed Jesus after the arrest.
When a soldier grabbed him by his cloak he left it behind and ran away naked. In Acts he
disappointed Paul by leaving the mission team (Acts 15:38'"). But he was restored to
service with Paul later (2 Timothy 4:11").

Some people refer to this as Peter’s Gospel. It is thought that Peter was Mark’s
main source. There are several reasons for this. The main reason is that Mark is
mentioned as being with Peter, and Peter affectionately refers to him as his son (1 Peter
5:13Y). Peter is quoted in the Gospels using Aramaic expressions more than any other
disciples, and these Aramaic words are most reported in Mark’s Gospel.

Mark describes Jesus as quickly going from one act of service to another. The
word “immediately” will stand out as it is used more than 40 times! This is a gospel in
which the actions of Jesus are emphasized more than the words of Jesus. From long ago
the four Gospels were related to the four faces of the cherubim in Revelation 4:7"'. The
ox was ascribed to Mark’s Gospel as Jesus is seen working and serving continually.

" The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Mark 1:1 Mark
begins his gospel at the proclamations of John the Baptist. The word gospel was used for
emperors’ birthdays or ascent to power. One calendar inscription in 9BC was about the
emperor Octavian (Augustus): ‘the birthday of the god was for the world the beginning of
joyful tidings which have been proclaimed on this account.’ This inscription is
remarkably similar to Marks initial line and it clarifies the essential content of an
evangel in the ancient world: an historical event which introduces a new situation for the
world. " To the Roman reader Mark’s title was subversive. It was proclaiming a new
ruler had come, but of course Mark meant it in a spiritual sense.

Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark does not give a genealogy because that would
mean nothing to Romans. John the Beloved takes the beginning back before time and
tells us the Word was with God and was God (John 1:1,2V1). But Mark is going back to
the announcement of the prophet John for that was the beginning of the announcement of
Jesus’ coming for the Gentile world. Jesus Christ means Jesus the Messiah, or anointed
one. The Gentile would read anointed one differently than the Jews would. They would
see it as a powerful leader, which of course Jesus is.

The Son of God is a messianic title (Isaiah 9:6™; Daniel 3:25%), but for the Gentile
it would imply a divine being. Roman legends tell of sons of the gods visiting the earth
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either to distribute judgments or blessings depending on how they were received. This is
why Pilate was so concerned when the priests declared that Jesus claimed He is the Son
of God (John 19:7,8). To the Jew it was blasphemy, but it would strike fear in the heart
of a Roman.

2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your
face, who will prepare your way, Mark 1:2 Mark starts the beginning with the prediction
in Malachi (Malachi 3:1). Some manuscripts have the phrase “in Isaiah the prophet” as
“in the prophets.” Mark 1s quoting from two prophets, which was a common thing for
Jewish rabbi to do. Malachi’s prophecy reads, ! “Behold, I send my messenger, and he
will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his
temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. Malachi 3:1 “Me” in that verse is the Lord whom you seek and
the messenger of the covenant. This means there are two messengers, or angels, the one
who prepares the way before the Lord, and the messenger of the covenant. John the
Baptist is the one preparing the way of the Lord who is bringing a new covenant. Mark is
saying that John the Baptist’s ministry was preparing the way for the Lord who brings the
message of a new covenant.

The old covenant was based on obedience and resulting in physical blessing. The
new is based on what Jesus the Messiah does for us and the promise to redeem us if we
will place our faith in him. He brings us, a covenant of grace. John the Baptist was
preparing the way for Jesus, the Son of God. The next verses tell us how he does that.

3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight, ” Mark 1:3 Mark then tells us that John quoted Isaiah 40:3. It reads a little
differently in Isaiah. * A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. John was living out in the wilderness.
In a sense he was calling them to return to where they came from as a nation and prepare
to enter a new Promised Land, that of the kingdom of God. He had come out of the
materialism of his culture as we will see in the following verses. He refused the comforts
that seduced most people into spiritual lethargy. The spiritual hunger of the nation
brought them out to hear this radical prophet. There had been no prophetic voice for 400
years. John was fearless. He addressed religious leaders as a brood of vipers and called
out political leaders’ sins, which eventually resulted in him being beheaded.

Dressed like Elijah, he was calling people to repentance. That was how they were
to prepare a straight path for the Lord into the desert of their hearts. The Isaiah passage
makes it clear that Lord is referring to “our God,” which is the God of Israel. This also
makes it clear that the coming Messiah is God. Isaiah 9 declared that the Son who would
be given to us is also called Mighty God (Isaiah 9:6X1).

The Hebrew passage literally reads to make the crooked a straight highway.
Romans tried to make roads between two points as straight as possible. They filled in the
valleys and leveled the hills to do so. It was a lot of work. And if they knew a dignitary
was coming, workers were sent out to repair any damages done by weather or erosion. It
showed that the town was honored to have them visit. What John is proclaiming is that
the King of kings is coming. Make sure the highway into your heart shows you are
honored that He came.

Crooked was a term often used for evil hearts (Deuteronomy 32:5). Proverbs 3:6
promises that if we trust in the Lord with all our heart that He will make our paths
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straight. So the message carries a deeper meaning similar to repentance. The path to your
heart is Jesus highway in the desert. How desirous you are to receive him is evidenced by
the condition of that highway. If you let it fall into disrepair, with boulders of lust and
greed in the way, and leave them there, well, you have little desire for His visitation. John
was preparing the way by asking people to recognize their sins and repent. How is the
highway in the desert of your heart this morning?

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Mark 1:4 John is about six months older than
Jesus. His parents had miraculously conceived him in their old age. By this time, they had
passed on to glory. There is a record of one Yohanan/John at the Qumran community
where the Essenes copied Scriptures and waited for the coming Messiah. There he would
have had access to the Isaiah scroll, the only full scroll that survived till 1940s when it
was discovered. Just north of Qumran is where John baptized near where the Israelites
crossed the Jordan, which again implies spiritually entering a new Promised Land where
the Messiah reigns. Recent excavations found the place where early Christians venerated
the baptism of Jesus. (Pictures of John’s site)

John’s proclamation of repentance for the forgiveness of sins is a declaration that
needs more consideration. People often ask how those before Christ were saved. In this
verse and in Romans chapter 4 we have an answer . If anyone is convicted of sin and
repentant, praying to God for forgiveness, the substitutionary atonement of Jesus is
applied to their soul. There is salvation in no other name (Acts 4:12X"). This does not
mean they must know His name or what He would accomplish, but rather the Hebrew
understanding of a name meaning the attributes of a person. We use it in the same way
when we say, “You can trust his or her good name,” or “stop in the name of the law.”
Repenting of one’s sins and seeking God’s forgiveness is all that is needed. That is the
essence of calling on the name of the Lord to be saved (Romans 10:13*"). Abraham
believed God and it was counted unto him as righteousness (Romans 4:2-8*). To believe
God is to believe He is holy, and we are not, therefore we need to repent and seek His
forgiveness. That is how people receive what Jesus has done for them (Psalm 51:17%"). It
does not negate the importance of sharing with the world what Jesus accomplished on the
cross. That is one of the means of drawing them to repentance and a personal
relationship.

Jews baptized Gentiles when they converted to Judaism. They also immersed
themselves in water as a cleansing ritual. But what John was doing was a hybrid of the
two. He was inviting them to a new life through repentance, clearing the way in the
heart’s highway for the Messiah. This was an act of confession and contrition. Christian
baptism is a sign of repentance but in addition it is identifying oneself with Jesus’ death
and resurrection (Romans 6:3*"; Acts 19:2-5*Viih),

When the people repented and were forgiven, then they would naturally receive
Jesus and His message when they hear it (Acts 10:34,35%%). The highway in their hearts
was made straight and clear. It is the same today even where the gospel has not been
heard. The Spirit of God brings conviction and people seek forgiveness from God. When
they then hear the gospel, they readily receive and understand how forgiveness was made
possible.

3 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were
being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ° Now John was clothed
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with camel s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild
honey. Mark 1:5,6 The name John means ‘God is a gracious giver.” The other gospels tell
us about him. In Luke 1:15 an angel told his mother, “He will be great in the sight of the
Lord. “Jesus confirmed this by saying that he was a shining light (John 5:35%), more
than a prophet (Matthew 11:9°) and that there was none greater born of women
(Matthew 11:11) We do not usually think of John as the greatest prophet because we
do not see any miracles in his ministry, and we tend to associate miracles with greatness,
but as we go on, you will see why he was so great.

Luke also tells us the angel said, “He would never drink wine.” It does not say he
was a Nazarite, one who never touches anything from a grapevine and grows out their
hair like Samson. He simply would not touch wine or fermented drink. That is
immediately followed by the fact that he would be filled with the Holy Spirit from birth.
We see that intoxicating drinks can be a type of substitute for the Spirit, and so we call
alcohol “spirits’ (Ephesians 5:18"). This is not a prohibition on drinking wine in
moderation, it simply says that John was completely dedicated to the ministry that God
had for him. Remember Jesus’ vow at the Last Supper to not taste wine until He drinks it
with us in the Kingdom (Mark 14:25*V)?

Then the angel made an exciting prediction. John would turn many people of
Israel back to the Lord their God (Luke 1:16*"). The religious world of John’s day had
become so legalistic that there was little if any relationship with God. They had rules
about how to keep the rules. Religion was driving people away from God rather than
drawing them to God, but Gabriel was predicting that it was about to change.

The angel also predicted that he would fulfill the prophecy of the last prophet
Malachi (Malachi 4:5-6°V"). The last prophet to speak to Israel had ended his ministry
with the prediction the angel quoted. The people were longing for a word from God to
breathe life back into their faith. A Jewish saying at the time acknowledged this long
period of silence, “There was no voice, nor any that answered.” Malachi ended his
prophecy with the words Gabriel quoted about John’s call. He declared that one day like
Elijah he would turn the hearts of the father’s to the children and the children to their
fathers (Luke 1:17°Vil"), The angel said that John had come in the spirit of Elijah and
added that he will prepare a people for the Lord. As in Jesus case, we only have one line
about John’s youth, “And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the
desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.” Luke 1:80

Imagine this young man growing up out in the desert wilderness. That area of
Israel is a harsh barren land of desert shrubs and scorpions. I would imagine this period
of solitary time would have opened his spiritual ear. It says that he grew strong in spirit.
Completely dedicated and focused upon God, he developed an ear to hear the Lord
speaking to him. Remember at Jesus’ baptism he said that the Lord had told him the One
on whom the Spirit descended like a dove would be the Messiah (John 1:33*%™). He
surely heard many more things from the Holy Spirit.

Like Elijah before him, he wore a camel hair robe (2 Kings 1:8%). This was a
rough choice of skins. He would be deeply tanned from living out in the elements. He ate
wild honey and locusts, which may refer to the insect or the pods of the carob. Both his
dress and food were that of the poor. I wonder if he had a few welts on his face from
angry bees whose hives he had robbed.



Now do you see him in your mind? And with penetrating eyes of conviction he
yells out God’s warning, “REPENT — the kingdom of Heaven is at hand” (Matthew
3:2%%N1 The amazing thing is that the people from all over Judea made the journey out to
see him. Not only that, but they responded to this simple, to the point, message. The true
preacher is obliterated by his message. People did not see this unsightly man, but they
heard his message that pierced their hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit. He had the
unanswerable authority that clings to the man who comes out from the presence of God.

What exactly is he saying? “Repent!” It means to have a change of mind. Change
the way you see things. Go from being apathetic about God, to being completely focused
on God. Go from being nonchalant about sin to abhorring and turning from it. At this
time in Israel, things were fairly prosperous. People enjoyed freedom from war and the
increase in trade that Rome had brought. Things were not perfect, but life was better than
it had been in centuries. It reminds me of today. I believe America needs a John the
Baptist’ type message today. Charlie Kirk was somewhat of a John the Baptist.

Jesus started His ministry by proclaiming the same message 7 From that time
Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew
4:17 Turn from your way of thinking. Drastically change your mindset. Be convicted and
change! Is your heart fixed on this world’s pleasure? Here was a man who had none of
the world’s pleasure and so could say with total conviction that they should not let
worldly pleasures be their goal. It is the same call to us!

As the people came and confessed their sins he immersed them in the Jordan
River. It was a picture of being washed clean, of sins being removed from them, of dying
and being reborn. It was a public declaration of wanting one’s heart to be ready to receive
the coming Messiah.

7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of
whose sandals [ am not worthy to stoop down and untie. Mark 1:7 John made it very
clear that he was not the Messiah. In fact, the Messiah was so superior to him that he was
not worthy of even performing the service of a slave, untying his sandals. If they thought
John was a powerful, holy, prophet of God, John was saying, “You have not seen
anything yet!” Now consider this. Jesus said John was the greatest prophet. He had the
honor of preparing hearts to receive the Messiah, some of whom became Jesus’ disciples.
And yet, John is not worthy to serve him physically in the humblest way! Where does
that leave us? If John was not worthy, what about you and me? John understood the
greatness of Jesus. He was preparing the way for -- God! Humility is essential and natural
when we realize our fallen condition and the holiness of Almighty God. And yet, because
of what Jesus did for us, we are welcome to come and serve Him, invited into the family
of God, blessed to serve the King of all creation, and welcomed into His arms. We are
even invited to cast all our cares on Him (1 Pt 5:7), to ask for good things (Mt 7:7), to
come boldly before His throne and find grace to help in our time of need (Heb 4:16).

But even more than those wonders, listen to what John says Jesus came to do. ¢ 1
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” Mark 1:8 He
will baptize us with the Holy Spirit, immerse us in the Spirit, fill us with the Spirit, and
make His home in us through the Spirit (John 14:23°*") What a declaration John was
making. The main difference between then and now is Jesus has come and made the way
for the fulness of the Spirit to live in us. Jesus said, “If you then being evil, know how to



give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him.” Luke 11:13

Did you receive the Spirit when you were born again? Of course He is with you.
But does He have all of you? Are you letting Him guide your life? Are you seeking His
leading? Or is the highway through the desert of your heart filled with the rubble of
selfish desires? The fire John was referring to is the fire of purification that burns away
that rubble (Numbers 31:23%)Are you ready to surrender the rubble in your road to
Him? Then ask Jesus to take control, to have every part of you. Welcome the King into
the home of your heart, and let Him reign there. Start walking in step with the Spirit
(Galatians 5:25°*), Repent and begin the adventure of a Holy Spirit led life.

Questions:

1 Who 1s Mark?

2 What is unique about his Gospel?

3 Who are the two messengers in Malachi 3:1?
4 Why should we think the Messiah is God?

5 What is John’s message?

6 What does verse 4 tell us about salvation?

7 What did the angel tell Elizabeth about John?
8 What was the response to his message?

9 What does verse 7 tell us?

10 What did Jesus come to baptize us with?

"Luke 10:1 (ESV)

1 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town
and place where he himself was about to go.

i Mark 14:51-52 (ESV)

51 And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him,

52 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

i Acts 15:38 (ESV)

38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone
with them to the work.

¥ 2 Timothy 4:11 (ESV)

11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.

V1 Peter 5:13 (ESV)

13 She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you greetings, and so does Mark, my son.

Vi Revelation 4:7 (ESV)

7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of a
man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight.

Vil David Guzik, Mark, David Guzik’s Commentaries on the Bible (Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik, 2013), Mk 1:1-5
Vi John 1:1-3 (ESV)

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made.

* |saiah 9:6 (ESV)

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his hame shall
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

* Daniel 3:25 (ESV)

%5 He answered and said, “But | see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and
the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.”
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X John 19:7-8 (ESV)

7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has made himself
the Son of God.” 8 When Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid.

Xi & For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Xii Acts 4:12 (ESV)

12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved.”

XV Romans 10:13 (ESV)

13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

* Romans 4:3-8 (ESV)

3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” * Now to
the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. > And to the one who does not work but
believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, ® just as David also speaks of the
blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless
deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; & blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”
i psalm 51:17 (ESV)

17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

xii Romans 6:3 (ESV)

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

wii Acts 19:2-5 (ESV)

2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They said, “Into John’s
baptism.” # And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, Jesus.” > On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

X Acts 10:34-35 (ESV)

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly | understand that God shows no partiality, 3*> but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.

* Luke 1:15 (ESV)

15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.

% John 5:35 (ESV)

35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.

i Matthew 11:9 (ESV)

® What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet.

xii Matthew 11:11 (ESV)

1 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

v Ephesians 5:18 (ESV)

18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,

* Mark 14:25 (ESV)

25 Truly, | say to you, | will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new in the kingdom
of God.”

Vi Luke 1:16 (ESV)

16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God,

i Malachi 4:5-6 (ESV)

5 “Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. ® And he will
turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land
with a decree of utter destruction.”

it | yke 1:17 (ESV)

17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and
the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

*i John 1:33 (ESV)

33 | myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.
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xx 2 Kings 1:8 (ESV)

8 They answered him, “He wore a garment of hair, with a belt of leather about his waist.” And he said, “It is Elijah
the Tishbite.”

X Matthew 3:2 (ESV)

2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

i John 14:23 (ESV)

23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him.

xxii Nymbers 31:23 (ESV)

23 everything that can stand the fire, you shall pass through the fire, and it shall be clean. Nevertheless, it shall also
be purified with the water for impurity. And whatever cannot stand the fire, you shall pass through the water.

XXV Galatians 5:25 (ESV)

%5 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.



