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In the preceding passage John had baptized Jesus. Jesus was driven into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After the devil’s temptations failed to find space in
Jesus, He returned to the Jordan River where John again pointed Him out as the Savior.
John the Baptizer’s disciples Andrew and John then followed Jesus (John 1:35-37").

4 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel
of God, I° and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:14,15 John the Baptizer was bold and outspoken. He
feared neither the religious leaders nor the political powers. Herod had seduced his
brother’s wife to marry him. John called out this behavior as a violation of God’s laws. It
was stirring up the people, so Herod had him arrested and put in the dungeon at his palace
at Machaerus on the east side of the Dead Sea. (Picture) Tyrants will always find a way to
silence their accusers. The ruins of Machaerus have yet to be fully excavated. We will see
more details of that event in chapter six.

I think that what Mark is implying here is that John’s mission of preparing the way
for Jesus was completed. Now it was time for Jesus to begin. Jesus came into Galilee,
which is a region north of Judea of about 30 to 60 square miles. According to Josephus
the population was around three million. There were large Gentile cities and over two
hundred mostly Jewish villages. Jesus came in fulfillment of the prophesy in Isaiah 9:1,2.
" But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought
into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, (those were the tribal lands of
Galilee) but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, (which was the
name of the road that passed through Capernaum) the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of
the nations. > The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.

Arriving in Galilee, Jesus began right where John left off. Matthew tells us that
John’s proclamation was, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 3:2
See the similarity with Jesus’ words, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand,; repent...” It 1s exactly the same message. Matthew’s account substitutes Heaven
for God as he is a good Jew careful not to use the name God lightly (Exodus 20:7").

What did they mean when they said the kingdom of God is at hand? A kingdom is
the hearts and minds of the people over which the king reigns. The King of kings is
coming so prepare your heart to receive Him. When Jesus says the time is fulfilled, He is
using a Greek word for time which means a strategic turning point (kairos). While John
may have thought along the same lines that most Jews did, that the kingdom was going to
be physical. Jesus certainly knew it was much greater. The physical kingdoms of man
have limitations. But the kingdom that was at hand was the church, the body of Christ,
eternal and unstoppable (Matthew 16:18'"). Just as Jesus only did what the Father showed
Him, so this coming kingdom would be populated with people who operate in unity for
one purpose: the Father’s will (John 5:30"). This kingdom is not church organizations for
in the organized church there are tares among the wheat (Matthew 13:37-40V). Tares are
those who have not repented and believed the gospel. The wheat is made up of those who
are in relationship with Jesus, who love Him first and foremost, and want to be like Him.
They are His bride, His called out ones, which is the meaning of the word church
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(eklesia). We are called out of the world and its ways to enter God’s kingdom and learn of
His ways.

That kingdom started at Pentecost and has been growing ever since. That was the
second part of Jesus’ message. “Repent, and believe the gospel.” That means to change
one’s direction and receive the good news. The kingdom was at hand because Jesus was
present, and He would usher in the kingdom through His life, death, and resurrection.
Believe the good news that the kingdom of God has come. All who repent and receive
Christ enter it and become part of His kingdom.

Peter tells us that angels looked at the predictions of the prophets and longed to
see the day when the King would come (1 Peter 1:10,11¥"). You and I are blessed to live
in these days after the King has come, and the kingdom is established in the hearts of His
people. No matter where I go in the world I find people of the kingdom of God. I may not
speak their language, but | see Jesus in them. It shines from their faces. What we are
reading about is the announcement to get ready because the door to that kingdom was
opening.

This is the same message that we proclaim today, “Repent and believe in the
gospel.” We do not say it the same way. Neither did Jesus later in His ministry. Literally
the words mean to completely change your direction and believe the good news that you
may enter the kingdom of God. We think of repenting as the feeling of sorrow, but it is an
action word. “There are many people who believe the Gospel, but they do not believe in
it. It was an appeal not only to accept it as an intellectually accurate statement; but to
rest in it, to repose in it. It was a call to let the heart find ease in it. """Guzik

We live in this fallen world, but God has made a way through what Jesus did for
us so that we might have a spiritual heart transplant and be filled with God’s desires and
live for His purposes instead of our selfish desires (Ezekiel 36:26"1"). That is the change
of direction God has for us. When we freely accept Jesus to direct our lives, the Holy
Spirit resides in us and guides us into the plan for which God created us as we trust and
depend on Him. We walk through this world with Jesus, knowing it is not our home, and
yet we are in kingdom of God and seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Ephesians
2:5,6™). If you are without Jesus in this fallen world, repent and believe in the good news!
Find rest for your soul in Him (Matthew 11:29%).

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. '’ And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” '® And immediately they left
their nets and followed him. '* And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of
Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. °° And
immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
servants and followed him. Mark 1:16-20 Mark and Matthew abbreviate this event, but
Luke gives us more details. I do not want to us rush over this scene like Mark has done.
Perhaps it was because he was not present and only got his version from one of the
twelve who heard it from those who were present. Luke being an historian probably got
his details from one of the four who were there (Luke 1:1-3).

" On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of
God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, > and he saw two boats by the lake, but
the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. > Getting into one of the
boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down
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and taught the people from the boat. * And when he had finished speaking, he said to
Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” > And Simon
answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down
the nets.” ° And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their
nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. * But when
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for [ am a
sinful man, O Lord.” ° For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of
fish that they had taken, 1’ and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were
partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will
be catching men.” ' And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything
and followed him. Luke 5:1-11

The location has a shore of small round pebbles that make up a beach area. There
are steps carved into the limestone that the disciples would have used to go up from the
beach to higher ground. (Picture) At present, there is a small stone church called Primacy
of Peter and a large grass field where people gather to talk about the event. Near the
beach is a statue of Peter being restored by Jesus (Picture). This was the site of both the
first and the last miraculous catch of fish (John 21:5,6%").

I believe the Lord twice confirmed to me that the site was authentic. The first time
was when I was meditating on the Scripture passage looking out about where their boat
would have been. Suddenly the water began to boil with fish in that location. I could not
believe my eyes and quickly pointed it out to others who witnessed it. It was in the
afternoon when that was not supposed to happen.

Then on another trip, I talked the boat captain to take us near that spot. I wanted a
crew member to do his demonstration of casting a net as close as we could get to that
spot. The captain was very reluctant but went ahead and put one of his crew on the bow
of the boat to watch for shallow water. We got as far as he was comfortable going. The
man demonstrated casting the net. (Picture) He had gone through this routine a hundred
times and never caught anything so when he felt weight on the net he was shocked. It was
just three fish, but he had never caught a fish before in any of his demonstrations. It
turned out that the catch illustrated a parable of the kingdom of heaven, for in the net held
a carp which is according to the Laws of Moses unclean and two clean fish (Mark 13:47-
SOX'").

Y7 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. ** When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. *° So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous °° and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Matthew
13:47-50 The unclean carp was thrown back into the lake. If the man was really a
fisherman he would have taken the two home for his family. But he was not a fisherman,
so the two fish went back into the lake also. I thanked God for this second confirmation
that surprised the whole boat crew and inspired the rest of us.

I imagine that Jesus was teaching near where that little church is today. As the
crowd pushes close to hear Him, He is forced down the steps where Simon and Andrew
are cleaning their nets. The fishermen are not strangers to Jesus. He met them after the
baptism and forty days of fasting (John 1:35-37""). The crowd pushes forward and Jesus
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is on the edge of the water. Jesus asks Simon if He can preach from his boat. Peter sees
the problem and pushes the boat a little into the lake so that the waterline would make a
natural boundary for the crowd. Siting on the front of the boat’s quarter deck, Jesus
continued preaching until He is done with his message. We are not told what He taught
but it must have related to the previous verses in Mark, “Repent and believe the gospel.”
Or perhaps it was the parable of the clean and unclean fish.

Mark says that when Jesus came upon the boats they were casting their nets into
the sea. They were probably cleaning them from the nights fishing or perhaps they were
in the cove next to the one where Jesus was as a spring (Leper’s Spring) runs into the lake
there. They may have been giving it one last shot hoping some fish were still trying to
feed on what was washed into the lake from the spring. Jesus asked Peter to push out a
little further into the lake and let down his nets. The fish in this lake stay deep during the
day and come closer to the surface at night.

This kind of nest casting is done with smaller nets with rocks for weights sown
onto the outer edges. These little rocks with holes can still be found along the shore. But
what Jesus is asking them to do is to go out and use the larger net that is used to encircle
an area. Peter says, “Lord, we are really tired from doing that all night. The fishing just is
not good today. But since You asked, we will give it a try.” Just as he finishes making the
circle and begins to draw the net in with Andrew’s help the boat begins to lean under the
weight of the fish. He yells to James, motioning for him and John to come help. They fill
both boats until their boats sink dangerously close to taking on water. They had to release
the rest still in the net. They are ecstatic as they had never seen or heard of a catch like
this. But as they slowly move the boats back to shore it begins to dawn on Peter what has
happened.

When Andrew first introduced Jesus to Simon, he told Simon that Jesus was the
long-awaited Messiah (John 1:41,42*V). Jesus told Simon that from now on he would be
known as Peter, the rock! The conversation came flooding back into his mind. Now his
doubts vanished. This catch proved to Peter that Jesus really was the Messiah. He had
moments before replied to Jesus’ request with something like a person today would say,
“Whatever. I will do it, but nothing will come from it.” But something did come from it.
It was not just a nice catch, it was an historic catch at the wrong time of day... which
means that this man really is the Messiah! His very name means salvation! Can you
imagine the wheels turning in Peter’s mind? “The Savior of Israel is in my boat!” He
knew Peter doubted Him and yet He let them catch this hoard of fish! Peter must have
thought, “What an idiot I am! I should have listened to Andrew.”

The bow of the boat slides gently into the pebbles on the shore. Zebedee is
laughing out loud. Some of the crowd that remained are jumping up down and you can
hear the words Messiah and King muttered among the crowd.

Once the boat was secured to the shore, Peter falls on his knees before Jesus
saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” Luke 5:8b This was the
beginning of Peter’s repentance, of his entrance into the kingdom where he would learn
to trust and depend on Jesus and follow Him wherever He leads. Jesus graciously replied,
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” Luke 5:10b Or as Mark puts
it, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

If Peter was not completely broken before, the call, “Follow me!” would have
done the rest. “Follow me,” was an invitation to be a disciple, one who learns from a
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superior. It was like an acceptance letter from a prestigious university, only better. But
Peter had not even entered secondary training, which means he did not do so well in Bet
Sepher, the school for children that ended with Bar Mitzvah. Rabbi would pick the
brightest students who memorized the whole Torah and went on the memorize the oral
commands (Bet Midrash). But those who did not measure up went to work to help
support their family. How could the Messiah, the greatest rabbi of all, who commands
nature ask a fisherman from a little town in Galilee to be His disciple?

I love the way Mark put it. / will make you become fishers of men. Jesus was
telling Peter He would make him into a soul winner. The Greek implies the process of
becoming, “I will be making you into a fisher of men.” And that is what Jesus does with
us as well, if we will put Him first and follow Him. Let Him be making you a fisherman
of souls for the kingdom of God (Mark 16:15*).

Now I want us to put ourselves in Peter’s sandals. When you were introduced to
Jesus what was your reaction? Was it something like, “A free ticket to heaven, sure I want
that!” not realizing what He truly deserves as an appropriate response. Or did you try to
make a deal, “Lord, I will follow you, but I want to reserve this area of my life to do with
as I please.” Or perhaps you realized Almighty God was calling you, little insignificant,
sinful you to be His child and like Peter you were overwhelmed that He would call you to
be His own. You never memorized Scripture let alone the first five books of the Bible!
You know your sins, the thoughts that go through your mind at times. You are aware of
the times you did not do what you knew you should have done but selfishly refused to do
it. And yet here He stands before you and even though He knows all that He tells you not
to fear. He says those words that invite us to turn from our old life into a life of faith
(2 Corinthians 5:17°V"), into the kingdom of God, “Follow me!”

He knows you are not worthy. He knows how weak you are. He knows how little
effort you have made to learn. But “follow me” is Jesus asking to you to “watch me,
listen to me, remember what I teach, do what I direct. Your real learning is about to begin.
And when we are done, you will represent me. You will teach what I taught. You will
pray what I taught you to pray. And I will be touching lives through you. I will be making
you to become a fisher of souls.” Will you step out of your old ways and enter His ways
and believe the good news? “...the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.”

Questions:

1 Why was Jesus’ ministry in Galilee?

2 What is the kingdom of God?

3 What do the words “repent” and “believe” mean?
4 Review the scene on the shore as Jesus’ preached?
5 What did Peter realize seeing all the fish?

6 How did Peter react, and how does it relate to Jesus’ message?
7 What was Jesus’ response? What did it mean?

8 Is the call the same to us?

9 How do we do that?

10 What response does He deserve?



" Matthew 13:47-50 (ESV)

47 “pgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. *® When
it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. *° So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous

50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

i Exodus 20:7 (ESV)

7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his
name in vain.

il Matthew 16:18 (ESV)

18 And | tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.

v John 5:30 (ESV)

30 “| can do nothing on my own. As | hear, | judge, and my judgment is just, because | seek not my own will but the
will of him who sent me.

¥ Matthew 13:37-40 (ESV)

37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 3 The field is the world, and the good seed
is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 3 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.
The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. *° Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age.

Vi 1 Peter 1:10-11 (ESV)

10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched and
inquired carefully, 1! inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted
the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.

Vi David Guzik, Mark, David Guzik’s Commentaries on the Bible (Santa Barbara, CA: David Guzik, 2013), Mk 1:14b—
15 quoting Morgan

Vil Ezekiel 36:26 (ESV)

26 And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within you. And | will remove the heart of stone from
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

* Ephesians 2:5-6 (ESV)

5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—
6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

* Matthew 11:29 (ESV)

2% Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls.

X Luke 1:1-3 (ESV)

! Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been accomplished among us,
2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us,

3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for
you, most excellent Theophilus,

Xi John 21:5-6 (ESV)

5 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.”

6 He said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they
were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.

Xii Matthew 13:47-50 (ESV)

47 “pgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. *® When
it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. *° So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous

50 and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

v John 1:35-37 (ESV)

35 The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, 3¢ and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.

* John 1:41-42 (ESV)

41 He first found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be called Cephas”
(which means Peter).



i Mark 16:15 (ESV)
15 And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.
i 2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV)

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.



