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Paul had quite a resume in the Jewish religious community. He was the poster boy for orthodoxy. If righteousness could come through obedience to the Law, he was as righteous as anyone could be. (3:6
) Yet, after meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:5-6
), he understood that all that was a hindrance, not a help. It hadn’t really brought him any closer to knowing God. His heart was never changed. Though he knew what God expected of him, his best efforts weren’t getting him any closer to being that person. (Romans 7:18
) At least he could say he did a better job of living up to the Law’s demands than the next guy. But after meeting the risen Jesus, he knew it wasn’t enough.

Paul’s keeping the letter of the Law to the best of his ability ended in him killing the family of faith! No wonder he later wrote that the Letter kills but the Spirit gives life. He personally experienced the Letter without the Spirit.

The Law didn’t change. His understanding of the Law did. Now, instead of trying to please God by keeping the rules of the Law, he trusted in what the Messiah had done for him. (Galatians 2:20
) All his education, all his fastidious efforts to do everything in the Law, the respect he had earned among his peers was suddenly seen as a detriment and not a help. He wrote, 7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 

In fact, nothing mattered anymore, religious or secular, inherited or earned. He let it all go. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  He realized the longing of his heart was to know his Messiah. All his efforts were just getting in the way. He had found something of surpassing worth, Christ Jesus! He was living the parable Jesus told about the man who found a treasure in field or a pearl of great price (Matthew 13:44-46
), who, once he found the thing of surpassing worth, sold everything to obtain the treasure.

Paul’s eyes were opened on the road to Damascus. They were opened to begin to see the surpassing worth of Jesus. Later, he will write that God did that for him because he was acting in ignorance. (1Timothy 1:13
) He was sincerely doing what he believed was right, but was sincerely wrong. God had mercy on him, revealed Jesus to him, and he was never the same. The zeal he had for God then turned from protecting the religion as defined by his teachers to personally knowing the Messiah as his Savior.

At this point, I think we should stop for a moment to consider whether we may be chasing something of inferior worth. Has God revealed to you that Jesus is the great treasure of such surpassing worth for which we’d be foolish not to give up everything and count all else loss? (2Samuel 7:22
)

I think that many of our faith struggles come from a lack of seeing the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus. When the value of something, whether a physical possession, or prestige, or a relationship, holds our heart back from commitment to Jesus, we probably haven’t seen the surpassing worth of knowing Him. 

For Paul, it wasn’t just the revelation on the road to Damascus, which was the beginning. It was the continual dawning of the Scripture’s unveiling of the heart of Messiah and the plan of God. Sometimes it overflowed from Paul’s pen in bursts of praise. 33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! Romans 11:33 (ESV) 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. Ephesians 1:3 (NIV) 
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, Colossians 1:17-19 (NIV)

You don’t have to have a Damascus Road experience. You just need to let the Spirit reveal Jesus through the Scriptures. That is what deepened Paul’s sense of the worth of his Savior. 

With Paul, the great sense of mercy and forgiveness was also a factor. (1Timothy 1:15
) It should be for us as well. Maybe you didn’t help to put Christians to death, but before you knew Jesus you were alienated from God in your mind. (Ephesians 2:3
) You inherited the fallen nature of Adam. (1Corinthians 15:22
) Any good works you did can be put in the same category as Paul’s religiosity. They were a hindrance, not a help, because it blinded us to our need.

 How many times have you heard someone say they think they are good enough to get into heaven? That just means they know nothing of the holiness of God. The clearer we see how depraved we are without Jesus, the more we appreciate what He has done and the plans He has for us. The more we see the judgment we deserve, the more we see the surpassing worth of Jesus. 

But it is even more than what He has done. It is also who He is. A love that would die for us while we were still sinners came from an amazing heart of love. (Romans 5:8
) We all long to be loved unconditionally. We crave the love that will not let us go regardless of how long it takes to change us. The only place we will find it is in Jesus. He’s it! Paul realized that and so he could say that everything else is left behind. (3:8
)

He just wants more of Jesus, 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith -- Be found in Him. In other words to moment by moment experience the life of Christ in the depths of his being. He wants to continually be clothed in Christ. (Galatians 3:27
)

Regardless of your occupation, you can do that job the way Jesus would do it if it were His job, that is of course, if you are found in Him. Do whatever you do as unto the Lord (Ephesians 6:5-6
), representing Him to those you come in contact. Best of all, when we go to our heavenly home and stand before the judge, we’ll have a righteousness that comes through faith in Christ. God will look on our soul and see the righteousness of Jesus… if we are found in Him. (2Corinthians 5:21
)

Then it is as if the passage breaks and Paul’s thought goes to a higher plane. It is definitely connected with his experience of considering all things loss to know Jesus, but it sounds like a mission statement right out of Paul’s heart. 10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 

There are four things of Jesus that Paul desires. First and foremost is to know Him. The Greek word is used here in the Hebrew sense of relationship (Heb -yada – Genesis 4:1
). In 1Corinthians 8:3, Paul uses this word in the sense of God being in relationship with us. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. Paul wants to deepen his love relationship with Jesus. He sees the surpassing worth of Jesus, but he knows there is even more. He desires a greater revelation of Jesus. The more he sees of Him, the more he loves Him. In Ephesians 4:13 
Paul related knowing Jesus to spiritual maturity. Knowing Christ intimately leads to spiritual maturity. Are you increasing in the knowledge of the Son of God? 

That is the first half of our purpose statement as well, “To know Christ…” We increase in that intimate knowledge of Him as we study the Word, letting it speak to our hearts.  

A number of you contacted me during the week and said you were taking up this call to read the passage before Sunday and meditate on it and then to take home what the Spirit spoke to your heart on Sunday and apply it, making it a part of your life each day. You’ve said you do want to know Him and what He would say to our hearts through His word each week. And then there are your own devotional times in the word as well. As we live out what He is showing us, we experience His power in our lives. When we face a situation or a conversation and we are found in Him, we know Him by experience.

The second thing Paul desired was to know the power of His resurrection. In Ephesians 1:19-20
 Paul prayed that the church of Ephesus would know the power of the resurrection in their own lives. Paul knows that to carry out his mission he needs that power in his own life. He wants to daily experience the power that can take a person who has been crucified with Christ and make him tool in the hands of Almighty God. He wants to be a weapon that can utter the powerful word of God and break through the darkness and set captives free for the glory of God. 

Here is how he put it in the letter to the Romans. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. Romans 8:11 (ESV) The Spirit of life gives us life in the resurrected Lord. It is resurrection life in these mortal bodies, right now! Not someday when we die. He’ll write about that in the next verse. Paul is talking about presently experiencing resurrection power. 

When the Spirit of God is behind your speech, you are experiencing resurrection power. When you have joy in the midst of the loss of the things of this world, you are experiencing resurrection power. Whenever you react to life in a way that the world cannot comprehend because of the Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead living in you… yes! 

Paul experienced it over and over but he wants more. He was literally raised from the dead. (Acts 14:19-20
) He was made bold before kings and rulers. He raised the dead and preached the word in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. (1Corinthians 2:4
) Still he wanted more of Jesus. Do you want more? Then pray, “More Lord! I want to know You! I want to know Your resurrection power!” 

More of Christ and less of me, 

To know You intimately. 

Resurrection power divine, 

Take me Savior, make me Thine!

The third request is the one we saw in 1:29
. Paul wanted to share in Christ’s sufferings. What does that mean? It means that this world is ruled by the prince of the air, the spirit that is now at work in those who are disobedient (Ephesians 2:2
), the unholy spirit. A soldier for Jesus is going to have some battle scars. Epaphrodites almost died. Brother Sam almost died. Paul was waiting for his sentence and would one day be decapitated. Paul loves Jesus so much and the truth that Jesus is, that he is not only willing to suffer with Jesus for that truth, but finds fellowship with Christ in it. That is the Greek word used in the passage, to fellowship in His sufferings.  Paul wrote that all that live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. (2Timothy 3:12
)

I’d like to think that was for another time and another place. My flesh would just like to get along with everyone and try to find common ground. But when you stand with Christ, you stand against the world, and the world will make you pay one way or the other. I don’t believe you can know Christ and have the resurrection power in your life and not also, in some form, fellowship with Him in His sufferings. (Acts 14:22)

Finally, Paul was becoming like Jesus in his death. This is an ongoing present tense, “becoming”. Paul desired to live every moment like Jesus died. He died forgiving, encouraging, witnessing the love of God, quoting Scripture and once and for all triumphant!  And He did it in the midst of great suffering. It’s as if the thought of fellowship with Christ in His sufferings brought to mind the awesome demonstration of victorious life that Jesus demonstrated on the cross.

I’ll be honest with you. I want the first two. I want to know Jesus. I want to experience resurrection power. I’m not too excited about suffering with Jesus and being like Him in His death. But I think the more the first two work in us, the more we’ll begin to long for the last two as well. 

Paul follows this purpose statement with a vision statement. 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.   It sounds as if he’s saying that these desires of his may earn him the right to be worthy of resurrection, but that cannot be the case. In a few verses he will confidently say that we are already citizens of heaven who will be transformed into the image of Christ. (3:20-21
) Paul was sure of his resurrection and he writes about it in other letters. (1Corinthians 15:51-52
; 1Thessalonians 4:16-17
)

We should take this as an expression of Paul’s humility. He speaks of persevering to the end (1Timothy 4:16
) and has seen others fall. (1Timothy 4:10
) Considering his past, he doesn’t want to be overconfident in himself, but rather he places all confidence in Christ and His sacrifice to “somehow” make it possible for him to experience the final resurrection.

Why is physical resurrection such an important goal? It’s not just about eternal life, or his heavenly rewards, or even his new heavenly body. What he’s really looking forward to is the unhindered presence of Christ, and of knowing Him even as we are known. (1Corinthians 13:12
) That is what Paul lives for daily and hopes for in the future. (1:21
)

How about you? If you can’t say that you are long to be in the presence of Jesus, then you need a vision of His surpassing worth. We see that greatness in the Scriptures, in how He lived, in the words He spoke, in the way He died, and in His victory over death. Is Jesus worth losing everything else, even this earthly life? Absolutely!  Do you want to know Him more? Do you want to experience in His resurrection power? How about fellowshipping with Him in His suffering and being conformed to His death? We’re not able, but are you willing? Then pray as Paul did to know Jesus, his resurrection power, the fellowship of His suffering, becoming like Him in His death.

Questions

1 Why did Paul count everything loss?

2 Paul was living which parables?

3 How did Paul come to know the surpassing greatness of Christ?

4 How can we…?

5 What does Paul mean by knowing Him?

6 What is the second thing Paul desired? What is its application to your life?

7 What does Romans 8:11 mean?

8 What is the third thing Paul desired?

9 Why would he want that?

10 What is the fourth?

11 What does verse 11 mean?

12 Will you make these four desires of Paul your own? Is Jesus worth it?
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51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
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12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
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21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
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