Visitation 4-15-07
Genesis 18:1-15 (NIV)

The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting
at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw
three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his
tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 3 He said, "If I have found favor in
your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 4 Let a little water be brought, and
then you may all wash your feet and rest under this tree. 5 Let me get you
something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way--now that you
have come to your servant." "Very well," they answered, "do as you say." 6 So
Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three seahs of fine
flour and knead it and bake some bread." 7 Then he ran to the herd and selected a
choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then
brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these
before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. 9 "Where is your wife
Sarah?" they asked him. "There, in the tent," he said. 10 Then the LORD said, "I will
surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son."
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.
11 Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was
past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I
am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?" 13 Then the LORD
said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I really have a child, now that I
am old?' 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you at the appointed
time next year and Sarah will have a son." 15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said,
"I did not laugh." But he said, "Yes, you did laugh."
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We are returning to our study in Genesis. The opening verse actually brings us back
to our Easter Sunday message. See if you catch the connection. 1 The LORD

appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the
entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. No, I’m not referring to how warm it was
last Sunday, but to the Lord appearing to man. The gospel writer Mark uses that
word “appeared” three times in Mark 16, describing the Lord meeting with Mary
Magdalene, the two on the road to Emmaus, and the eleven after his death and
resurrection. We looked at His appearing to the disciples as they fished on the lake.

Our passage today begins with the LORD appearing to Abraham. It is my thought
from the text that this is about 3 months after the revelation in the last chapter. This
first verse is an overview of the chapter, the details of which begin in the next verse.
But before we go on, I want to emphasize that it is not a light thing to have a
revelation. We are accountable for what we know, for what has been revealed to us
by the grace of God. In 1Kings 11:9, God told Solomon that He is angry with him
because his heart was turned toward many wives and their idols after having had
two revelations of the LORD. Those revelations made him accountable. (John 15:22)
His behavior was all the more evil in God’s eyes because he had seen the LORD.
(God had appeared to him in two dreams.)
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I think we overvalue sensory experiences. Samuel had a revelation of God in God’s
word. 21 The LORD continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to
Samuel through his word. 1 Samuel 3:21 (NIV) It was through the word that God
appeared. We would prefer something visual but with Samuel He used audible
means. Today, God appears to us in His written word. That doesn’t mean that He
cannot manifest Himself, but that it is the exception rather than the rule. 1 In the

past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. Hebrew 1:1-2 (NIV) The
Son is the Word of God. (John 1:14) The Holy Spirit reminds us of what He said.
(John 14:26) That is an appearance of God that is no less serious and meaningful
than the appearance to Abraham. We are just as accountable as Solomon to whom
the Lord appeared in dreams. He has spoken. We have heard. We are responsible to
act on what we have heard. (Luke 12:47-48)

Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he
hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. I
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believe Abraham recognized one of them as Jesus, the Prince of the Countenance,
from previous encounters. Abraham’s posture is one of reverent worship. His head is
on the ground in submission. How do we respond when we know God is speaking to
us through His word? Is there a debate? Is there hesitation? Or do we bow low like
Abraham and lay our all before Him? (Romans 12:1)
The other two “men” are angelic beings. We will read about what happened to them
and their role next week. Abraham spoke to the manifestation of the LORD. 3 He

said, "If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by.

"If I have found favor in your eyes… He already knew that he had found favor with

God. Genesis 15:6 tells us that his belief was credited to him as righteousness. He
had found favor with God through a believing trust in God. Because of that belief,
God granted him the mercy that would be merited by the cross. I don’t think
Abraham realized he was looking into the face of the One that would die as the Lamb
of God in his place, but he did know this was the LORD and looked to Him to be his
salvation. (Genesis 15:1) If the previous covenants God had made with him meant
the favor of God, he pleaded for another encounter, for more interaction.
Some people want to dwell in God’s manifest presence as much as is humanly
possible. Others want to get away from it as fast as they can. When the Spirit of God
begins to move on a group, I can see some getting fidgety and soon they head for
the door. You know it is because they do not want to surrender the reigns of their
life. Most of you are here because, like Abraham, you long for another encounter.
(Psalm 130:6) You want the Word of God to speak deep into your hearts and change
you. You care so deeply about the needs of others that you long for an opportunity
to speak those needs into the ear of the only One that can do something about it.
And so we plead, like Abraham, “If I have found favor in your eyes, do not pass me
by.” Like Abraham, you can be certain that He will not walk away, because you are in
a covenant relationship with Him. In that encounter you either obtain the assurance
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that your prayer is heard, or the peace that God will walk through the difficulty with
you and the one you are praying for. (Psalm 6:9)
Imagine looking back over your life from heaven’s perspective and seeing the LORD
Himself coming to bring you a blessing, but then pass on by because your heart was
so centered on selfishness that you could not hear His voice. (2Chronicles 24:19) In
my devotion time last week I saw this verse at the end of the Ten Commandments.
Wherever I cause my name to be honored, I will come to you and bless you. Exodus
20:24 (NIV) If His name is not honored in your life, He will pass on by. If His name is
not honored in this church, He will pass on by. But if we lift up His name, if we exalt
Jesus and the wonderful attributes of God above ourselves, then He will not pass us
by, but will come to us and bless us! Let us continually pray, “O Lord, cause your
name to be honored here and in each of our lives. Do not pass us by.” Amen?
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Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under
this tree. 5 Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on
your way--now that you have come to your servant." "Very well," they answered, "do
as you say." Abraham wanted to honor and bless God. The only way he knew how to
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do that was like he would bless or honor a man. In ancient Israel, everyone wore
sandals, and the dirt from the road would become ground into your feet. One of the
most refreshing things one could do was to have their feet washed. We will see this
again with the same message of being a servant in John 13.

If you entertained a guest with food, they were obligated to be at peace with you for
at least the next day. It was a sign of respect, hospitality, and sometimes it
represented a covenant had been sealed. Abraham wanted to make sure he was at
peace with God and so insisted on serving them a meal. The LORD and the angels
answered in unison, “Very well, do as you say.” That would have been eerie. But
then, angels are God’s servants, doing His will. It would have been strange if they
did not voice agreement with the LORD. (Psalm 103:20-21)

So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. "Quick," he said, "get three seahs of
fine flour and knead it and bake some bread." 7 Then he ran to the herd and selected
a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then
brought some curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared, and set these
before them. While they ate, he stood near them under a tree. He served up veal,
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yogurt, milk, and fresh-baked bread. Jesus ate fish and bread after his resurrection.
(Luke 24:42-23) In New Jerusalem, the heavenly city, there are fruit trees and fish
that I suppose we will eat in our glorified bodies. (Revelation 22:1-2)

I think there is something much deeper here. This is the first time God ate a meal
with man. To this culture, dining together was to share your heart. It was an
intimate time of relaxation and fellowship. Most of you know God’s invitation to us in
Revelation 3:20. God wants to come into our hearts and dine with us. This is taking
place as a confirmation of God’s covenant with Abraham, and it is indicating a deeper
fellowship with him. You’ll notice that Abraham is watching as an attendant to see if
he can serve. The next time God dines with man in Scripture, is in Exodus 24:11.
God called the elders of Israel up Mount Sinai and there they ate before God. In that
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account, God does not eat the covenantal meal, man does. And the final one that we
should note is the Last Supper, in which both God and man dine together. (Luke
22:15) This should give us a greater understanding of the richness of the Revelation
3:20 invitation.
The covenant with Abraham is all based on what God does. God is the one dining.
The covenant on Sinai is based on man’s obedience. Man does the dining. The new
covenant of established at the Last Supper is based again on what God will do, but it
invites us in as participants. We are now to do what He does, live like He lived, love
like He loved and serve like He served. (1John 2:6) God and man both dined
together. This is the completion of the covenants, the deepest intimacy. Go over
Revelation 3:20 again and see if it means more to you now.
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9 "Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him. "There, in the tent," he said. 10 Then
the LORD said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your
wife will have a son." In the last chapter, Abraham was told that Sarah would be the

mother of the promised child in one year. (Genesis 17:21) Now the LORD is telling
him that the child will be born at that appointed time.

Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11
Abraham and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was
past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I
am worn out and my master is old, will I now have this pleasure?" It sounds to me

like the father of faith didn’t have the faith to tell his wife what he heard from the
LORD last time. Doesn’t it seem like she is taken by surprise with this? Abraham
must have pondered whether or not to tell her and decided against it, or at least just
to wait and see. Now she has overheard it as she eavesdropped from behind the tent
entrance.
Her laugh isn’t the same as Abraham’s laugh. Her laugh is a laugh of unbelief. She is
looking at their aging bodies and thinking God can’t do it. We know that is the case
from the LORD’s response to her.
There is one more point the New Testament pulls from this verse, the term Sarah
used for Abraham. She called him her Adon, or master, or lord. Peter explained that
a believing woman’s beauty was inward more than outward. 5 For this is the way the

holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves
beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed
Abraham and called him her master. You are her daughters if you do what is right
and do not give way to fear. 1 Peter 3:5-6 (NIV) You are daughters of faith when

you focus on inner beauty versus outer beauty. Fear would have you look seductive
just in case things don’t work out with your husband. Faith has you focused on inner
beauty, including the beauty of submission to God’s order.
13 Then the LORD said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I really have
a child, now that I am old?' 14 Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return to you
at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son." God is amazed that we

doubt His ability. What He declares comes to pass every time without fail. He says it
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and it is. We look at this world created from the words of His mouth and yet we
doubt that He can bring the simplest things to pass. (Psalm 33:6)
We need to see that God is more than able to do everything He says. I know I look
at my spiritual life, and I wonder if I will ever be transformed into His image. He says
in Scripture that that is what He is doing, yet there are times when I doubt. (Romans
8:29) But then I see how far He has taken me, from the depths of error and sin to
sharing His word with others and it gives me hope. But that hope is based on
personal experience. We should be able to look at the testimonies of others, these
true stories in God’s word, the creation around us, and say without a bit of doubt, “If
God says it, it will come to pass.” (Romans 1:20)
Yes, God can have a 90-year-old woman give birth, and He can cause a virgin to
conceive as well. Is anything too hard can also be translated “too wonderful” or “too
incredible”. Is it too hard of a thing for God to save your loved one? Is it too
wonderful? Is it too incredible for God to transform your life, or see you through your
current difficulties? He asks us, “Is anything too wonderful for the LORD?” What is
our answer?
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Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, "I did not laugh." But he said, "Yes, you did
laugh." Sarah didn’t laugh out-loud, so she thought she could deny the accusation. It
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was conviction of sin that caused her to say, “I did not laugh (after all, ‘out loud’
doesn’t need to be said, I’m implying it.”) She was trying to justify herself. You know
what I mean. We use those technical loopholes to avoid the conviction and to have
people think more highly of us than they should. (Romans 12:3) We forget that
honesty and humility make us the people we should be and is actually more
respected than deceiving people into thinking you are something you really aren’t.
We might deceive people, but we can never deceive God. (Galatians 6:3) If you
haven’t figured it out yet, let me tell you a truth to cling to; His opinion is the only
one that counts.
Once again we have the beauty of the Scriptures that doesn’t hide the failings of its
heroes so that you and I will have hope. We see ourselves in these characters. We
identify with their weaknesses. We are challenged by their strengths. They are
people just like us, because it is a true story. Now Sarah knows that God sees into
the heart. Hagar had declared that God is the God who sees. (Genesis 16:13) Sarah
now knows the extent of that seeing. Do you know God sees your every thought?

The Scriptures sometimes call our bodies a tent. (2Peter 1:13) Is Jesus standing
outside your tent today? Does it look like He may just go on His way? You have
found favor in His sight, for He sent His one and only Son to die to pay your debt
toward God. (1John 2:2) Don’t you want to run to Him and ask Him not to pass you
by? Wouldn’t you love to offer Him something that would refresh Him? You can’t
wash His feet, or feed Him, or maybe you can. He said that in as much as you did it
to the least of these my brothers, you have done it to me. (Matthew 25:40) Isn’t that
honoring His name? By loving one another we display His character and thereby
honor His name. Where His name is honored He will come and bring a blessing.
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