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Peter and John had been brought before the ruling council and scribes because of their 
message of Jesus being the risen Messiah. Thousands had heard the message because 
the Lord, through Peter, had just healed a 40-year-old man who was crippled from birth 
(4:22). Peter proclaimed to the rulers that there is no other name under heaven beside 
that of Jesus, given among men, whereby we must be saved (4:12). Their boldness 
shocked and angered the leaders, but with the healed man standing there clinging to 
Peter, there was nothing they could do but threaten them.  When the rulers 
commanded them to stop preaching and teaching in Jesus’ name, Peter told them they 
had to proclaim what they had seen and heard (4:19-21). The rulers threatened them 
further and then let them go. 

23 When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief 
priests and the elders had said to them. Acts 4:23 We don’t know who these friends 
were. I think they must have included the other disciples and some of those who were 
helping to lead this new movement of Jews who believe Jesus is the promised Messiah 
and that He died and rose so they could be forgiven of their sins. We have a lot of 
acquaintances. We probably know most of the names of those with whom we worship. 
But there are naturally some we are closer to, those who we feel free to share our 
hearts with and who share their hearts with us (Proverbs 8:24). When trials come into 
our lives, we should turn to the Lord. One way to do that is to go to your trusted 
friends in Christ and go to the Lord together. Peter and John had to share the news of 
the threats because it affected all of them. They did what we should do. They took it to 
the Lord in prayer (Philippians 4:6). 

They were following the examples set before them in the accounts in the Old 
Testament. Remember when Sennacherib, king of Assyria threatened to take Jerusalem 
and claimed that God sent him to do it. He had conquered the surrounding nations and 
had come to take Jerusalem. Hezekiah spread out before the Lord in the temple 
Sennacherib’s written threat and mockery of Israel’s God (Isaiah 37:16-20). The 
prophet Isaiah sent a message to the king saying his prayer was heard and God would 
take care of the threat, and He did. Prayer saved Jerusalem. 

Jesus warned the disciples that there would be threats and persecution. He said, “If 
they persecute me, they will also persecute you.” (John 15:20) He told them to not fear 
the ones who kill the body but cannot touch the soul, but rather to fear God who can 
throw both body and soul into hell (Matthew 10:28). To be fearless is not an easy thing. 
Even Jesus prayed that if it was possible to let the cup pass from Him. But we are to 
follow His example of obedience to God by taking up our cross and following Him 
(Matthew 10:38).  

24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign 
Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, Acts 
4:24 Notice the unity in their prayer. It almost sounds as if they all said the same 
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earth.  
17  Incline your ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, 
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18  Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste 
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no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. 
Therefore they were destroyed.  
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alone are the LORD.” 
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words, but I think it is just speaking of the unity of their prayers. First they 
acknowledged that the One to whom they are calling out is sovereign over all creation, 
the Creator of everything (Revelation 6:10; Psalm 146:6). That is to declare that 
everything is in His hands. He has power over it all. It is the same idea as the beginning 
of the Lord’s prayer, “Our Father in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9) We should be comforted by 
reminding ourselves that He oversees all and can deal with any threat to His children. If 
He allows us to suffer, it serves a purpose. The author of Hebrews wrote that God 
declared, 5b “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” Hebrews 13:5b-6  

Their prayer continued with a quotation from the Psalms. 25 who through the mouth of 
our father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, “‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and 
the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were 
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’— Acts 4:25-261 The 
quotation was from Psalm 2. We’ve seen before that after the resurrection Jesus taught 
the disciples to apply the psalms to Him. This psalm seemed to speak exactly to their 
situation. What a comfort to pray the Word, to know that God knew from long ago what 
we would face, and that our struggle is not unique, but has been faced by many who 
came before us. But if you don’t regularly read or memorize the psalms, how can they 
come up in your prayers? The Lord can override our slothfulness and supernaturally 
remind us of the wording of a passage, and He often does, but how much better to 
have it hidden in your heart.  

Some of the ladies of the church have been consistently memorizing verses that have 
inspired them. How about it men? I’ve challenged my grandchildren with a set of 
memory verses with a reward at the end because I’ve experienced how the Word in 
your heart can help guide you through life (Psalm 119:11), and be a part of your prayer 
life.  

The Psalm 2 passage is about people raging and plotting, setting themselves against 
God’s Anointed. Early readers would think it was regarding the anointed who was the 
king of Israel, but later in the psalm it refers to the Anointed as the Son of God (2 
Samuel 7:14; Acts 13:33; Hebrews 1:5). The Psalm is predicting the rage of the world 
against Jesus and asks why they would do such a vain thing. We’ve seen how this is a 
spiritual battle. Jesus offers forgiveness for all (Romans 3:22). His followers obey the 
laws of the land (Romans 13:1), are loving and kind (Galatians 5:22), so what is the 
source of this rage against Him and His followers? It is a spiritual war. It is the self-will 
and the self-reliance of man against the One who alone can tell us what is right and 
what is wrong (John 15:21). 

The psalm says this plotting is in vain. That should comfort our hearts. They cannot win 
for God is sovereign. All power comes from Him. The psalm goes on to say that God will 
laugh at their rage and schemes to stop His Anointed One (Psalm 2:4). They may kill 
our bodies but the church only grows stronger when they do. China threw all the 
missionaries out and the world thought Christianity had died there. When it opened 
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back up again we discovered there are about one hundred million Chinese believers. 
You can’t stop God. He gives dreams and visions to those who grew up in Islam. He 
calls His children out wherever they are. The leading rabbi of the second Jewish revolt 
evicted his brother from the synagogue because his brother had become a follower of 
Jesus. The Auca Indians who speared the first missionaries that came to them 
converted and became church leaders in their village after a God given vision. The first 
great persecutor of Christians, rabbi Saul, ended up writing half the New Testament! 
Former cannibals in Indonesia worship Jesus! God is unstoppable! To resist His love is 
vain rebellion against Him. He wrote the story and nothing can change it. Even wealth 
and luxury that have such a pull on the carnal nature of man end up leaving us empty 
and longing for the only One who satisfies to the uttermost (Psalm 16:11). 

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the 
peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take 
place. Acts 4:27-28 The leaders of Israel along with the secular powers and both Jews 
and Gentiles killed the holy servant, Jesus. “Holy Servant” points to the servant songs 
of Isaiah about the Messiah and His mission. In Isaiah 53 it was predicted, therefore 
predestined, that the Messiah would bear the sins of the people, be killed along with 
wicked men, buried in a rich man’s tomb, but see life and be satisfied, and become the 
victor and our great intercessor (Isaiah 53:6, 8-12).  

While it seemed that evil was having its way in killing Jesus and now threatening them 
if they dared to speak about Him, God was having His way in it all. The world has a 
plan to stop God, but God has a plan to use their vain efforts to advance His kingdom. 
Now that should give us confidence in anything we face as we serve the Lord. It is 
God’s plan that prevails. The outcome of everything is predestined. God already knows 
the choices we will make (1 Peter 1:1-2). It may look like all is lost, but it never is, for it 
is the plan of God that will prevail in the end.  

Their prayer has begun by focusing on who God is and what He has declared. That is to 
acknowledge what is real instead of the lies of the enemy. The world says we should 
shut up and just conform or we will suffer. God says speak out and let the whole world 
know and I will be with you (Matthew 28:20). The world says you can’t succeed. Jesus 
says He always prevails. The Word of God reminds us what is true and encourages us 
to place our full trust in God (John 8:32). 

29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to 
speak your word with all boldness, Acts 4:29 Because God knew all this was coming 
and that He will prevail despite man’s best efforts to stop us, grant that we, your 
servants, will boldly speak the Word. They didn’t pray for protection, but just that God 
would look upon the threats and grant them boldness. We need for God to grant us 
boldness. We can try to work it up, but when it comes from the Holy Spirit, like it did in 
Peter’s defense, it is so powerful and effective that none can stand against it.  
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Isn’t this what we need today? There are so many vain arguments against believing in 
and following Jesus. We need God to grant us boldness to proclaim the truth in love, in 
a way that the lost can hear it and must deal with it in their own hearts, deciding for or 
against Jesus. 

30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed 
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” Acts 4:30 Whether it is a miraculous 
healing or a transformed life, people are brought to a point of decision like the crowd 
that saw the lame man who was healed. When we are faced with the power of God, we 
are jarred out of thinking this world is all there is. We come face to face with the fact 
that there is more than can be seen with the eyes and must decide what we will do 
about it. This was the prayer they prayed in such unity that it was as if it was one 
voice. Where there is unity and surrender to the will of God and faith in the Word of 
God, there is the blessing of God (Psalm 133:3). 

31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of 
God with boldness. Acts 4:31 God gave them a manifestation of His power to help them 
believe (Psalm 114:7). They must have been in a friend’s home praying together, or 
maybe it was that upper room where the Spirit first descended. I like to picture the 
events of the Bible as it helps me grab hold of how historical the account is. Can you 
see them all lifting their hands to heaven crying out to God to help them deal with the 
threats they are facing, and suddenly the building begins shaking? The praises must 
have burst forth as they realized it was God answering their prayers in the affirmative. 

They were filled with the Holy Spirit in Acts chapter two (Acts 2:4), and all these 
gathered for prayer were probably there for that initial outpouring. Now fear has taken 
a toll on that fullness. They responded as we all should with a prayer of faith and 
reliance upon the Lord and His power to obey the command to be Jesus’ witnesses in 
all the world (Acts 1:8). They were refilled with the Spirit because they trusted in God 
and wanted to do His will regardless of the threats of man and any suffering that might 
follow (Ephesians 5:18).  

I think we need the same gift of boldness. Don’t you? We don’t face a threat of 
crucifixion or scourging, but simply that of rejection. That little threat holds us back 
from speaking out when the Spirit leads us and presents an opportunity. We need Holy 
Spirit boldness, not arrogant rudeness. The Spirit speaks from a heart broken for the 
lost and with a love that wants them to know the wonderful Lord and Savior who you 
know. Those are the two necessities, the reality of a relationship with Jesus in your own 
life that is deep and real to you, and a heart that aches for those who haven’t received 
forgiveness and the love of God. 

If you’ve asked God to save your soul, to forgive your sins, but you just haven’t found 
that love in your heart to become passionate about your relationship with Him, I would 
encourage you to start spending a part of every day in the Word and prayer (Ephesians 
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1:17; 3:17-18). Sit down with Jesus as if He was sitting in the chair next to you and ask 
Him to speak to you through the Word and as you listen in prayer. Ask Him to show 
you how much you are loved.  

Listen to this promise in Hosea and hear it as Jesus speaking to you personally. 19 And I 
will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in righteousness and in justice, 
in steadfast love and in mercy. 20 I will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall 
know the LORD. Hosea 2:19-20 Hear it again and again. Savor each word. Justice in 
this passage means a legally binding agreement. Know this love that never fails, that 
never turns away or gives up, and you can’t help but love Him in return. The more you 
know how great His love is the more you will love Him (1 John 4:19). 

Then we need boldness. In the future, brother Ron is going to have a class for those 
who would like to have some tools for sharing Christ. He has way more experience than 
I do and can share with you how God works through Him. We’ll need help here on the 
patio on those days we have an outreach. Will you pray about helping, about sharing 
the love of Christ? When we pray for our hearts to be broken for those who don’t know 
Jesus, God will answer like He answered the prayer in our passage today (1 John 5:14).  

They were praying for boldness to keep sharing despite the threats of physical harm. 
Surely we can pray that God would give us boldness to share in the face of the 
insignificant threat of rejection. They didn’t want to stop sharing Christ because they 
were filled with the Holy Spirit who gave them that heart for those who do not yet know 
Jesus. They wanted to obey the One who had given His life for them and sent them to 
tell others. If we know the great love of God demonstrated to us in Jesus, we’ll want to 
do the same.  

God has ordained that thousands of tourists from around the world would come right by 
our door. Now it is up to us to respond and get ready to do the good works God 
prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10). Would you start praying about your 
part, whether it is to serve, to pray, to share, or to help any way that is needed? Start 
praying now for each person that will stop by and hear God’s invitation. 

Questions 
 
1 What took place before our passage?  
2 What did Peter and John do? 
3 Why call God “Sovereign Lord”? 
4 How did the psalm relate to them? 
5 Why the rage from the world? 
6 Why don’t we need to worry? 
7 Why didn’t they ask for protection? 
8 What did they ask for? 
9 What do we need to be a witness? 
10 How will your respond to Hosea 2:19-20 
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